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The Lower Moreland High School Mini-
THON was held on November 21st from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. The Mini-THON is an official 
branch of Penn State’s Dance Marathon 
(THON), the largest student-run philanthropy 
in the world. All proceeds from THON and 
Mini-THON benefit the Four Diamonds Fund 
at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital. 
The Four Diamonds Fund is an organization 
devoted to fighting pediatric cancer.

Lower Moreland’s Mini-THON consists of 
12 consecutive hours during which students 
may not sit, squat, or kneel; they may only 
stand, dance, and participate in numerous 
competitions and activities organized for 
them throughout the day.

Last year, Lower Moreland High School raised 
$130,510.59, and they set the bar even higher 
for 2014—raising over $175,000--as they 
worked to break the $500,000 mark for total 
money raised in 7 years as an organization.

THONMini

The Nano/Bio Interface Center (NBIC) 
at the University of Pennsylvania is a 
Nanoscale Science and Engineering 
Center (NSEC) bringing together 
researchers from the Schools of 
Engineering and Applied Science; 
Arts and Sciences; and Medicine. The 
NBIC exploits Penn’s internationally 
recognized strengths in design of 
molecular function and quantification 
of individual molecules. The Center 
unites investigators from ten 
departments to provide, not only new 
directions for the life sciences, but 
also for engineering in a two-way flow 
essential to fully realizing the benefits 
of nano-biotechnology.

Each year, the NBIC highlights 
nanotechnology across the University 
of Pennsylvania. High school classes, 
undergraduate and graduate students, 
postdocs and faculty participate 
in exhibits, demonstrations, tours, 
posters and talks.

Lower Moreland High School Senior, 
David Grabovsky, was invited to 
present his Science Research Project, 
“Harvesting Solar Thermal Energy: A 
More Efficient Solar Technology” at 
Nano Day on October 22, 2014. David 
competed with other regional high 
school students at this fair and won 2nd 
place in his grade level category.

Grabovsky
presents Research Project

2nd
 

Place
Winner
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Play 4 the Cure

The Lower Moreland High School Field Hockey Team and 
the Murray Avenue Field Hockey Team both had games in 
October to benefit Play 4 the Cure. Together, the teams raised 
over $700 for the National Foundation for Cancer Research.

Pine Road School held its annual Halloween Parade on 
October 24th. The students and staff showed off their costumes 
to the delight of the parents and friends that watched the 
parade  along the parade route.

Halloween    on Parade

On November 3rd, the 6th grade students at Murray 
Avenue participated in an Ellis Island Simulation 
experience. Dressed as immigrants from many 
nations, the students’ experience consisted of packing 
their belongings, taking their passport and loading a 
boat for America. Once at Ellis Island, students would 
experience long lines and separation from family or 
friends in order to be evaluated and questioned by 
officials at different stations.

At one station, the “immigrants” answered questions 
about where they would live and how they would earn 

money. If the “inspectors” were pleased with their 
answers, the “immigrants” would get a stamp in their 
passports in order to move to the INS Naturalization 
station where the questions included, “Who is the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court” and “What is the 
minimum voting age in the United States?”

The experience ended with the “immigrants” finally 
being admitted into the United States. This simulation, 
which has been occurring at Murray Avenue for the 
past 36 years, is a highlight of the students’ 6th grade 
school year.

“...Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”Ellis Island
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Sergeant David Scirrotto and Detective John Pasqueal of the Lower 
Moreland Police Department visited several Lower Moreland High School 
Health and Physical Education classes during the month of October to give 
a presentation called “Survival 101.” The focus of their presentations was 
to reinforce to students the importance of buckling up, not texting while 
driving, and driving at a safe speed. Even though students may feel this 
happens to someone else, the officers shared the reality of not adhering to 
safety guidelines, distracted driving, and excessive speed, which included 
some of the experiences they have had witnessing the aftermath of car 
crashes and the impact they have on the victim(s) and families.

Survival 101 Keeping Students Safe

Pine Road School celebrated their annual 
Mix-It-Up Day on October 28th. Mix-It-Up 
Day is a national event designed to foster 
respect and understanding in schools. 
More than two million students across the 
country take part in this activity every year.

The goal for the day was simple: Students 
were to sit at lunch time with new peers 
and engage in positive conversations.  
The school hoped that this activity will 
inspire students to cross group lines and 
meet new people. Mix-It-Up Day is about 
reducing prejudice, improving intergroup 
relations, and supporting equitable school 
experiences for our students. 
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American Heart Association thanked Murray Avenue School 
for their donation of $693. Families and schools are critical 
links in providing the foundation for cardiovascular wellness in 
our country. By holding this event at our schools each year, the 
District, in conjunction with the American Heart Association, 
raised awareness about heart-healthy living. 

Murray Avenue donates to 
American Heart Association

The A.P. Government class of Mrs. Carole Burton-Haldeman 
invited candidates for the 13th District of the U.S. House of 
Representatives (which includes Lower Moreland Township) to 
speak to them about the issues in the race and what it is like to 
run a political campaign. Candidate Brendan Boyle and Ryan 
Capone from the Dee Adcock Campaign were on-hand to speak 
to the students.

Candidates discuss Issues
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For an increasing number of students and colleges, the 
waiting game has been eliminated. More and more colleges 
are now conducting Instant Decision or Immediate Decision 
Days. Students usually submit their online application 
ahead of time, sign up for the IDD, arrive on campus with 
SAT scores, essay, recommendation and transcript, meet 
with admissions personnel, and leave at the end of the day 
knowing whether or not they’ve been admitted. It doesn’t get 
much faster than that. 

The Lower Moreland 
High School Guidance 
Department hosted its 
very first Instant Decision 
Day on November 12th. 
Instant Decision Days 
are trending right now 
within the PASSHE 
Schools (Millersville and 
East Stroudsburg are 
also offering them) and 
many high schools in our 
area including Hatboro-
Horsham, Pennsbury, 
Springford, Quakertown, 

Souderton, Brandywine Heights, Norristown, La Salle 
College High School and Villa Joseph Marie Academy 
participated in Instant Decision Days this year. 

Some advantages of the Instant Decision Day for a student 
are: no application fee, an early non-binding acceptance, 
an early read for merit awards and scholarships, interview 
experience, time to focus on other aspects of the senior 

year, and really having 
the opportunity to think 
and reflect whether 
Kutztown is a good fit for 
them. Students would be 
able to visit the school 
again and even attend an 
accepted student day. The 
High School’s Kutztown 
University representative, 
Jory Wamsley, met with 
five prospective students 
who all met or exceeded 
the minimum admission 
requirements and were 
accepted on the spot! Nick Conte, Sean Burke, Devon Felix, Jory Wamsley, Kutztown 

Representative, Jake Clair and Tom Raskay participated in Instant 
Decision with Kutztown University and were accepted.

A Decision in an Instant

On November 13th, Lower Moreland High School celebrated World 
Kindness Day. The main goal of the World Kindness Movement is: “To 
inspire individuals and connect nations to create a kinder world.” In the 
spirit of celebrating World Kindness Day, students were encouraged to 
participate in Random Acts of Kindness.

Forum teachers gave a slip of paper to each student on which the 
students wrote a brief message of kindness. Their message could be to 
a friend, a teacher, or someone they have never talked to before. The 
idea is that by writing a kind or encouraging message to someone, each 
student was participating in a Random Act of Kindness.

After students have finished writing their messages, they had the 
option to hand in their message or they may keep their message 
and give it to someone who they see in their day. Some examples of 
prompts included, “You are thoughtful because...,” “You make me 
smile because...,” and “You are kind because...”

The Lower Moreland High School yearbook, THE ELMLEO, 2014 has won three coveted awards:
 American Scholastic Press Association -  First Place
 Pennsylvania School Press Association – Silver Medalist
 Columbia Scholastic Press Association – Silver Medalist
Yearbook Advisor, Mr. Lawrence Leong, recognized graduates Christopher Smith and Matthew Smith 
(Co-Editors), and the entire yearbook staff for their outstanding contributions.

Award
Winner

Yearbook
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The High School Drama Club performed the play, “Rumors,” 
on November 6, 7, and 8. In the play, four couples arrive 
at the townhouse of a deputy New York City mayor and 
his wife to attend a party celebrating their tenth wedding 
anniversary. However, the four couples soon discover that 
there are no servants, the hostess is missing and the deputy 
mayor has shot himself in the earlobe (it’s only a flesh 
wound). Comic complications arise when, given everyone’s 
upper class status, they decide they need to do everything 
possible to conceal the evening’s events from the local police 
and the media.

A High School PlayRumors 

golden

“Where did the time go” is more than likely the sentiments of 
the members of the Class of 1964. Nonetheless, it is time to 
celebrate a golden anniversary as they came home to Lower 
Moreland 50 years after they graduated.

They were welcomed at the Homecoming Game on October 
24th for their reunion. They came home to a victory as Lower 

Moreland’s football team trounced Morrisville. The final 
score was 16-7.

Students Marisa Riley and Nick Stefurnak were crowned 
Queen and King of the Homecoming Court. The Homecoming 
Court is a representative group of students that consists of a 
King and Queen, and Princes and Princesses.

ANNIVERSARY
Coming Home

Nick Stefurnak and Marisa Riley 
homecoming King and Queen

Chris Gorman: Sarah Leiber, Senior
Ken Gorman: Ben Teperov, Senior
Claire Ganz: Faustina Nguyen, Sophomore
Leonard Ganz: Eric Tabach, Senior
Ernie Cusack: Gerald Dryden, Sophomore
Cookie Cusack: Cristina Duffey, Sophomore

Glenn Cooper: Chase Otto, Sophomore
Cassie Cooper: Piper Charlton, Sophomore
Officer Welch: Harisa Martinos, Sophomore
Officer Pudney: Lindsey Salamone, Freshman
Stage Manager: Rhea Isaac, Sophomore

The Cast (In Order Of Appearance)
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LMTSD has been placed on the 5th 
Annual AP® District Honor Roll for 
increasing access to AP course work while 
simultaneously maintaining or increasing 
the percentage of scores of 3 or higher on 
AP exams.

To be included on this Honor Roll, we 
had to meet the following criteria for the 
years of 2012-2014:

• Increase participation/access to AP by 
at least 4% in large districts, at least 6% 
in medium districts, and at least 11% in 
small districts;
• Increase or maintain the percentage 

of exams taken by African-American, 

Hispanic/Latino, and American Indian/
Alaska Native students; and
• Improve performance levels when 

comparing the percentage of students 
in 2014 scoring a 3 or higher to those 
in 2012, unless the district has already 
attained a performance level at which 
more than 70% of its AP students are 
scoring a 3 or higher.

Dr. Marykay Feeley, Superintendent 
of Schools, said, “Reaching these goals 
indicates that we are successfully 
identifying motivated, academically 
prepared students who are ready for the 
opportunity of Advance Placement.”

The Pennsylvania Department of Education recently released the Pennsylvania 
School Performance Profile. This public site (http://www.paschoolperformance.
org) provides an academic performance score for public schools in the state. This 
performance score is designed with several purposes in mind: 

  •  to inform the public of school performance;
  •  to provide a building level score for educators as part of their evaluation system;
  •  to allow the public to compare schools across the state; and
  •  to give schools a methodology to analyze their strengths and needs.

Each school saw an increase in its scores from 2012-13, the first year that the School 
Performance Profile was released. For 2013-2014 (the latest year for which the 
Commonwealth has data), the building level academic score for each of our schools 
is shown in the chart above:

School Performance Profile
Years 2012 - 13 2013 - 14

Lower 
Moreland HS 92.1 98.1
Murray 
Avenue 90.9 94.0
Pine Road 92.8 93.6

Increased Scores at Every School

Department of Education Releases Results

LMTSD on Advanced 
Placement Honor Roll

The District’s Mini-Grant Review 
Committee awarded the following 
teachers: 

Mini-Grants 
for the 

2014 - 2015 school year:

Carolyn Hutchings
Tablets in the Title I Math Class

Kathy Krupa
Using Bee Bots to Integrate STEM in 
Kindergarten

Greg Pezza & Nick Solomon
Creating Professional Quality History 
Documentaries and TED Talks

Bob Barnhart
Engagement is the STEM to a 
successful Maker Space and IE 
Differentiation

Congratulations to these teachers 
and thank you to all who submitted 
applications. The members of the Mini-
Grant Review Committee are:

Sue Casagrand

Linda Fisher

Jim Horrell

Tom Morris

Dr. Maryjane Richmond

MINI GRANTS
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Deborah Lawlor was the recipient of 
the 2014 PSAHPERD HERitage Award. 
PSAHPERD stands for the Pennsylvania 
State Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation & Dance. The 
award was given out at their annual 
convention on November 20-23, 2014.

Deborah Lawlor is a Health and 
Physical Education teacher and the K-12 
Lead Teacher for Health and Physical 
Education. About Mrs. Lawlor, they said, 
“The love of coaching allowed Deborah 
to finish her high school lacrosse 
practice each night and head over to her 
community park and volunteer her time 

coaching youth lacrosse. She has coached 
and held a board position since 2006 for 
Horsham Girls Lacrosse Club teaching 
grades 5 - 8. In 2009 and 2010 her 
teams won the PAGLA championship. 
Deborah has also volunteered coaching 
the PAGLA teams in 2009-2011 at 
the US National Lacrosse Festival.” 
“Coaching the players at the festival is a 
highlight in my coaching career, it was 
fun watching them progress in the game 
and knowing many were going to play at 
the next level.”

In 2011 Deborah was hired by Gwynedd 
Mercy Academy High School where 

she is currently the 
head lacrosse coach 

and the assistant field hockey coach. 
While at GMA Deborah has built the 
Lady Monarchs lacrosse squad into 
a competitive force in the Catholic 
Academy league. Deborah’s coaching 
philosophy is what sets her apart. 
Her approach to the game is based on 
promoting women in sports and building 
character and good work ethics on and 
off the field. Deborah was the recipient 
of the 2011 PSAHPERD’s Secondary 
Physical Education Teacher of the Year.” 
Congratulation Mrs. Lawlor!

Lawlor wins Award

Drennan’s New PositionDr. Richmond Retiring 
Dr. Maryjane Richmond has made the 
very difficult decision to retire as of 
February 2, 2015. It will allow her to pursue 
opportunities to help prepare the next 
generation of teachers and leaders. Yet, 
it was difficult because of how much she 
cares about the District and, especially, the 
people she has met here.

Dr. Richmond started with the District in 
2009 and, during that time, she has been 

an invaluable leader and guide to our administrators and 
teachers. The main thrust of her work in the District involved 
Curriculum and Instruction. She helped shepard the federal 
grants that the District received for extra support in Reading 
and Math and for English Language Learners. She also was 
involved in studying the District’s performance data and results 
on State tests and standardized assessments. She worked closely 
with the principals and teachers to structure the curriculum and 
instruction based on this data. She will be greatly missed, but 
the legacy of her work will continue at Lower Moreland.

Mrs. Julien Drennan will become the new 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction at 
the end of the school year. Mrs. Drennan will 
be taking over many of the duties performed 
by Dr. Maryjane Richmond, who is retiring 
as Assistant Superintendent.

Mrs. Drennan began as a German teacher 
at the High School. She went on to become 
Assistant Principal at Murray Avenue and 
Pine Road Schools before becoming the 

High School Principal. Her understanding of the needs and 
culture at all three schools is unique and invaluable. But more 
than her experience, she was selected for this position for her 
deep and genuine knowledge and insight into curriculum, 
instruction, assessment and professional development.

Church expands his Horizons
Lower Moreland High School teacher, Tom 
Church, is on a sabbatical this year in Bali 
and Thailand. He is keeping a blog about his 
experience at http://mrchurchabroad.wordpress.
com that he plans to use to supplement his World 
Studies Curriculum upon his return.
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A Night of Fun and Games

Dr. Murray Cohen
President

Mr. Michael Mueller
Vice President

Mr. Alan Steinberg
Treasurer

Mrs. Camille Baker
Secretary

Mr. Steve Geiger

Mr. Robert Howard

  

Mr. Yuri Khalif

Mr. Howard Patent

Mr. Lance Wolbransky

Dr. Marykay Feeley
Superintendent of Schools

Cheryl Galdo, Esq.
Director of Human Resources/Public Relations

The District lost a special 
colleague in December. 
Connie Thompson, who 
was the Secretary to the 
high school principal and 
a devoted employee for 35 
years, passed away after a 
long battle with a personal 
illness. Connie was the heart 
and soul of the high school 
office and will be remembered 
for her infectious laugh and 
positive attitude. She was an 
exceptional secretary and 
advocate for students. She 
will be dearly missed by all 
who knew her.

A Fallen Lion

Connie Thompson

The Foundation for Lower Moreland Schools
A Night of Fun and Games

Saturday, March 14, 2015 • 7:00 - 11:00 PM • Huntingdon Valley Country Club

Save the Date


