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   Parent 
Update 

Summary of Pennsylvania Laws 

Know the Law 

Pennsylvania licenses young drivers 
through a three-stage program, 
reflecting the driver’s gradual 
progression in skill, experience, and 
decision-making ability.  
 
1.  LEARNER’S PERMIT 
After successfully completing a physical 
examination, vision screening and knowledge test, 
young drivers may begin behind-the-wheel 
practice under adult supervision.  
 
Requirements under the law include: 
• A minimum six-month skill-building period to 
practice and gain experience is required before a 
young driver may take the road test to qualify for 
a junior license. 
• An experienced licensed driver aged 21 or older 
must accompany the young driver at all times. 
• 65 hours of adult-supervised skill building is 
required including 10 hours of nighttime driving 
and 5 hours of driving in poor weather 
conditions. This must be certified by a parent or 
guardian. 
• Nighttime driving restriction begins at 11 p.m. 
The young driver may not be behind the wheel 
between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. Young 
drivers may travel for employment and for 
volunteer or charitable service during these hours, 
but they must carry proper documentation. 

 
 
 
• There can be no more passengers in their car than 
available seat belts.  
• You may not carry more than one passenger under 
the age of 18 who is not an immediate family member 
unless one of your parents or guardians is in the 
vehicle with you. After the first six months of driving 
on a junior license, the limit is increased to no more 
than three. The increased limit does not apply if the 
driver has been involved in a crash in which they were 
partially or fully responsible or who is convicted of 
any driving violation. 
 
 

      
 

 
 

• There can be no more passengers in the car than 
available seat belts. 
• The learner’s permit will be valid for one year 
with extensions for those requiring more practice 
time. 
• A young driver’s permit will be suspended for 90 
days if he or she accumulates six or more points or 
is convicted of a single high-speed violation 
(driving 26 miles per hour or more over the posted 
speed limit). 
 
2.  JUNIOR LICENSE 
Young drivers who graduate to a junior license 
have satisfactorily completed all learner’s permit 
requirements, including the road test, but the 
following restrictions still apply: 
 
• A young driver’s junior license will be 
suspended for 90 days if they accumulate six or 
more points, or is convicted of a single high speed 
violation (driving 26 miles per hour or more over 
the posted speed limit). 

 • Nighttime restrictions begin at 11 p.m.  A young 
driver may not be behind the wheel between the 
hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. Exceptions for 
employment and volunteer, or charitable service 
will apply, but young drivers must carry proper 
documentation regarding their need to travel. 
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4.  SEAT BELT REQUIREMENTS 
Drivers and occupants in a vehicle who are under the age of 18 must wear a properly adjusted and fastened seat belt,                                                         and children 
and children under the age of eight must be securely fastened in a child restraint system. This is a primary offense,                                                                         
meaning that a driver can be pulled over and cited solely for not wearing their seat belt. Everyone in the car must be 
properly restrained regardless of where they are seated in the vehicle. 
 
5.  YOUNG DRIVER TUTOR’S GUIDE (How to Steer Them to Safe Driving) 
www.dmv.state.pa.us (Forms and Publications) 
PennDOT has developed a tutor’s guide for those teaching teenagers to drive. As a helpful supplement to the 
Pennsylvania Driver’s Manual.  It helps organize the time spent behind the wheel and assists in better preparing                                                                                                           
young drivers for the open road.  
 
Pennsylvania Driver's Manual with sample test questions and answers   
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/drivers_manual/pa_driversman.shtml 
 
Teen Driver License Plate information is available at 
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/teenDriversCenter/teenDriverLicensePlate.shtml 
 
For more detailed information about PA Laws, visit PennDOT’s website: 
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/pdotforms/young_drivers/yng_drv_fact_sheet.pdf 
    

          
   Parents Are The Key   
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3.  UNRESTRICTED LICENSE 
A full, unrestricted license, 
typically issued at age 18,  provides 
unlimited driving privileges for 
those who have completed the 
graduated system and have an 
established history of safe driving. 
 
 

 
• The number of passengers must 
not exceed the number of seat belts 
in the vehicle. 
• A young driver’s unrestricted 
license will be suspended for 90 
days if they accumulate six or more 
points or are convicted of a single 
high-speed violation (driving 26 
miles per hour or more over the 
posted speed limit). 

 
Tips for 
Teens 

 

�x Always wear your seat belt.  
�x Obey the speed limit. Going 

too fast gives you less time to 
react.  

�x Use your turn signals so 
other drivers know what you 
are doing.  

�x Don’t drink and drive. 
Drinking under the age of 21 
is illegal.  

�x Focus on the driving task—
the road and the conditions 
around you.  

�x Don’t use your cell phone, 
eat, put on makeup or any 
other activity that takes your 
focus off the road while 
driving. These are 
distractions that will take 
your attention away from 
driving.  

�x Adjust radio and climate 
controls before beginning 
your trip, have your 
passenger adjust the controls 
for you or pull over to adjust 
them. 

�x Plan ahead. Know where 
you are going and get 
directions.  

�x Leave early.  Give yourself 
plenty of time to get there. 

�x Expect the unexpected.  You 
never know what can 
happen! 

 

 
• In some cases, a young driver 
can obtain an unrestricted license 
before age 18 if they have 
maintained a crash-and 
conviction-free record for 12 
months and have completed an 
approved driver’s education 
course. Please see PennDot 
Website for more information. 
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