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Greetings from Lower Moreland Township School District…
With spring not too far away, our thoughts start to drift toward sunny skies and warmer
temperatures. However, we realize that the month of March can always bring interesting
weather-related issues. I thank everyone for their cooperation thus far over the past few
months as we have had a number of days in which the weather has not cooperated. I do
appreciate everyone’s flexibility in adapting when two-hour delays must be enacted or even
school days canceled. We know that interruptions to the calendar and daily school schedules
are never optimal, but the safety of our students, employees and parents is paramount. Let’s
hope we will soon see a shift toward spring-like weather.

Finalists in the 2019 Competition for
National Merit Scholarships

Last week, a Community-Budget Presentation was shared
in the High School Auditorium. The evening allowed
District Administration an opportunity to share how we are
achieving in our schools, how we continue to foster a
growth mindset toward student opportunities, and how we
will continue to prepare for challenges ahead. A thorough
explanation of the Act 1 budget process was also
shared. The implications of Act 1 were discussed as they
relate to Lower Moreland Township School District’s
budget process. I encourage you to visit our main District
webpage (https://www.lmtsd.org/) and find these
narrated presentations under the Announcements section.
otta

District News:
Business (Mr. Mark McGuinn, Business Manager):
The Lower Moreland Township School District provides
school lunches and breakfast for all students in the
District through our food service contractor, The
Nutrition Group. The District participates in the National
School Lunch Program and provides healthy choices for
school meals in all of our schools. The base lunch prices
for each school for the 2018-2019 school year are as
follows:
7th Grade Boys Basketball MCAA Champions

Pine Road Elementary School = $2.50
Murray Avenue School = $2.65
Lower Moreland High School = $3.10
By participating in the National School Lunch Program, families with qualifying incomes or
situations can receive free or reduced lunches and breakfast.

Murray Avenue’s Odyssey of the Mind program had two first-place teams at Regionals

There are two main avenues for families to qualify for a free/reduced meals. The first avenue is
called the Direct Certification process. The District receives information directly from the State
that qualifies families for free meals at school because they receive Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly the
Food Stamp Program, and/or Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families – Cash
Assistance (TANF) and/or Medicaid (MA) and
meet the qualifying household level income
limits. If a student is on this list, the District
will send a Notice of Direct Certification that
automatically qualifies the student (and
other students in the same family) for free
meals. This certification lasts the entire
school year and also for a 30-day period into
the next school year. The second avenue is
for a family to complete a free/reduced,
paper, application to determine if they
LMHS Jazz Ensemble placed 2nd in the Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival

qualify based upon federal income limits. To apply for free or reduced price meals, an
Application for Free and Reduced Price Meals needs to be completed. Applications are
available on the website under the Services tab and
then under Food Services. A new application needs
to be completed and approved each school year.
Information will be checked. All information
submitted is strictly confidential. Completed
applications are to be returned to Lower Moreland
Township School District, 2551 Murray Avenue,
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. These applications
can be found at https://www.lmtsd.org/Page/483.
One of the most important facts for these
applications is whether applications need to be filed
LMHS Boys Swim Team are 5 time District I AA
each year. The following excerpt is from a
Champions
FAQ on our website as it relates to this question:
MY CHILD'S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE
FOR THIS YEAR? Yes. Your child's application is only good for that school year and for the first
30 operating days of the current school year. You must send in a new application unless the
school told you that your child is eligible for free/reduced meals for the new school
year. Lastly, please note that any charges accrued while a new student is not qualified as
free/reduced are the responsibility of the family – in other words, applications are not retroactive. Any further questions can be directed to our Food Service Director, Ms. Logan Myers at
lmyers@lmtsd.org.

LMHS Boys Basketball Team won the 2019 District I 4A Basketball Championship

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment (Mrs. Julien Drennan, Director of Curriculum and
Instruction):
The school counseling program supports students in
grades K-12 and is an important element of the fabric of
our schools and our district. Counselors forge
important relationships with students and support the
development of their academic, social and emotional
skill sets, helping them to grow into successful
people. Please click here to learn more about our
counseling program and to have an opportunity to
provide feedback on school counseling in Lower
Moreland.
Pine Road Students perform at the String
Pops Concert

Human Resources/Public Relations (Mrs. Cheryl Galdo, Esq., Director of HR/PR)
Spring is an exciting time in our schools with many field trips and school events planned.
Parents/guardians who would like to be on the District’s Volunteer List in order to chaperone a
trip or help at a function should click here for information about the clearances that will be
needed by the District to be a
volunteer.
Once you have been approved
as a volunteer, a yellow
Volunteer Card will be sent to
you in the mail. Please show
this card to obtain admittance
to a school. (You will still need
to sign the Visitor Log.) Then
please have the card visible on
your person while you are
volunteering. The card will
have the date on it when
clearances have to be
renewed. Renewal is required
every five years. You will be
notified by mail when your
renewal date is approaching. Murray Avenue students perform at the String Pops Concert

6 LMHS art students had work selected to be included in the 32nd annual “Touch the Future” high school
art show at Arcadia University

Technology (Dr. Jason Hilt, Director of Technology):
The Technology Department supports information technology systems and instructional
technology programs and practices in the district. Below is a snapshot of some exciting and
innovative activities at each building provided by technology council members.
Pine Road: Students in Mrs. Erin Fahy’s class used math and literacy apps on iPads to review
and practice important concepts.

Third grade students practiced coding using Scratch 3.0. They learned about animating their
names and then created their own games. Coding supports reasoning skills and creativity.

Murray Avenue: Flexible seating and technology go hand in hand in Mr. Craig Freeman’s
classroom. Students utilized Chromebooks, novels, Google tools, and mobile desks to
collaborate. Students culminated the second week of literature circle assigned readings with an
activity focusing on mood in their stories. Students utilized the flexible seating by grouping
themselves according to their assigned novels. Each member of the group was responsible for
finding an example of the author’s attempt to express mood in their story. Chromebooks were
utilized to record student input and to share thoughts with other members of the group when
necessary.

High School: Students in Mrs. Cathy Siciliano's Video Production class used a self-paced module
to learn the application Final Cut Pro. Final Cut Pro is a revolutionary tool for creating, editing,
and producing high quality video. Students will use their video editing skills in order to create
projects during the semester.

Special Education (Mr. Frank Giordano, Director of Special Ed./Student Services):
The Student Services and Special Education Department recently underwent two separate state
audits and came through both with flying colors. Every six years each district in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is monitored by the Bureau of Special Education via
Compliance Monitoring for Continuous
Improvement. The monitoring
reviews legally mandated areas of
compliance across the spectrum of IEP
development and all of the
Evaluations, Re-evaluations and
additional documentation that
accompanies every Special Education
student as they move through Lower
Moreland Township School
District. The District was found to be
in compliance and a final report will be
issued soon.

Yuval Levi qualified for the PIAA Diving Championship
with her 2nd place finish at Districts

The Department’s compliance with
the McKinney-Vento Act Homeless
Assistance was also recently

monitored. The McKinney-Vento Act is legislation that mandates the responsibility of school
districts in providing educational services to homeless students. The District’s compliance with
this mandate was reviewed, and the District found to be in total compliance with all 37
indicators.
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