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Greetings from Lower Moreland Township School District…
The holiday season has a way of reminding all of us how thankful we are as a school
community. LMTSD is thankful to the teachers, support staff, administrators and
parents who continue to provide outstanding educational experiences and opportunities
for all of our students. Striving to maintain and steadily improve the quality education
our students deserve and our community has
come to expect is energizing – thank you!
The Eastern Center for Arts and Technology
responds to the needs of our high school students
by merging business and industry environments
where students can make career decisions,
acquire competitive skills, and prepare for success
in postsecondary education. Please enjoy
EASTERN’S 2017-2018 Annual Report.
The LMHS Mini-THON raised $150,000 to

On June 22, Act 44 of 2018 was signed into law
support the Four Diamonds Fund’s fight
against childhood cancer.
establishing a School Safety and Security
Committee within the Pennsylvania Commission on
Crime and Delinquency. Of the many statutory requirements the Committee was tasked
with, the first was to develop grant opportunities for school districts to take advantage of
when implementing or upgrading security measures. Lower Moreland Township School
District is happy to announce that it has been awarded $25,000 toward this initiative.
cotta

District News:
Business (Mr. Mark McGuinn, Business Manager):
In accordance with Pennsylvania School Code, a Certified
Public Accountant (CPA) or CPA firm must annually audit
the district. The audit is an examination of the district’s
financial statements by an independent, external person(s)
to ascertain whether or not the district-prepared financial
statements fairly represent in material (significant) respects
its financial position and operations. The auditor offers an
opinion on this matter.

Murray Avenue School 6th grade
students participated in an Ellis Island
simulation as part of a lesson on the
immigrant experience from the 1880s
to the early 1900s.

The audit for the 2017/18 school year was completed by the audit firm, Maillie, which
specializes in school district auditing. The 2017/18 audit will be presented at the
December 2018 Work Session for the Board of School Directors to review and
eventually vote upon to accept. Previous audits can be found here and are located on
the left-hand side of the page. Upon formal approval of the 2017/18 audit by the Board
of School Directors, the 2017/18 document will also be posted on the website on the
Business Manager page.

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment
(Mrs. Julien Drennan, Director of Curriculum
and Instruction):
Lower Moreland uses a systematic process
to review and renew curricular programs on
a six year cycle. Currently the areas of Art,
Music and School Counseling are
undergoing a needs assessment. Click
here for more information on the curriculum
renewal cycle and the Art and Music needs
assessment surveys.

Pine Road students browse books during the
Book Fair.

The LMHS Jazz Ensemble had a clinic with Grammy-award winning musicians
Jeff Coffin and Roy Wooten. The clinic was followed by a performance that
evening.

Human Resources/Public Relations (Mrs. Cheryl Galdo, Esq., Director of HR/PR)
Community Announcement
Kindergarten Registration will be held on January 8-10 at Pine Road Elementary School
at the following times:




Tuesday, January 8,
2019
8:30 AM – 10:15 AM
Wednesday, January 9, 2019
8:30 AM - 10:15 AM
Thursday, January 10, 2019
8:30 PM – 10:15 AM and 4:00 PM –
6:30 PM

(Snow dates: January 15-17.)
Please call 215-938-0290 to
schedule an appointment and check
The season is underway for Murray Avenue 7th and 8th
the website under “Announcements”
Grade Girls Basketball, led by Coach Karen Reese.
for a link to the necessary paperwork
that must be brought to the appointment. (The paperwork may also be obtained at Pine
Road Elementary School or the Administration Building.) For the 2019-2020 school
year, incoming Kindergarten student must have a birth date before 09/01/2014 and be a
Lower Moreland Township resident.
Staff Accomplishments
Our staff gave us a lot to be thankful for during the month of November, as they always
do. Please click here to read about their recent accomplishments.

Technology (Dr. Jason Hilt, Director of Technology):
The Technology Department supports information
technology systems and instructional technology
programs and practices in the district. Below is a
snapshot of some exciting and innovative activities at
each building provided by technology council
members. The final portion of the technology section
includes an update regarding communication options
for parents/guardians.
Pine Road: Under the direction of Mrs. Krupa and
Mr. Warren, students in grades 4 and 5 completed
Teachers continued their education
during a session on the November
professional development day.

their Robotics Club. Students built and then programmed a robot using EV3 Lego
Mindstorms software. Some programming examples included having a robot drive a
fixed distance in set patterns, playing songs, and using touch and sound sensors to
complete tasks. These programming constructs required precise and thoughtful
communication between student and robot!

The Pine Road Robotics Club is learning how to build and program robots.

Murray Avenue: 8th Grade Language Arts teacher Molly Durkin is using Kaizena with
Chromebooks to provide verbal feedback to her students on their writing in Google
Docs. Students get to hear their teacher’s voice and make changes to their work
accordingly. Math teacher Bob Barnhart is piloting an interactive flat panel as a
replacement option for the outdated Smartboards. The panel includes a bright and clear
picture along with collaborative features and a multi-touch surface.
High School: Students in Mrs. Trudi Smith’s Ceramics class are creating digital
portfolios on Google Sites to showcase their projects. Here is an example. Students
photograph their work and write a reflection about the process and artistic decisions
they made. Students also used the program Tinkercad in the library makerspace to
create 3D printed name stamps for labeling their clay pieces.
Communication Update: The district is pleased
to offer multiple avenues for parents/guardians
to receive timely information about what is
happening in classrooms. Website E-Alerts and
Google Classroom email summaries are two
communication methods that will be featured this
month.

LMHS Students are able to print musical
instruments with the 3-D printers in the
Library’s Makerspace

The school district website offers a featured
called E-Alerts. The E-Alerts system will notify
parents/guardians when an update is made to a
district page of interest. After creating an
account and updating preferences, parents/

guardians will receive a notification when an update is made to a specific page of the
website. Detailed information about E-Alerts can be found by clicking the Virtual
Backpack icon on the district homepage or by following this link: E-Alerts.
Google Classroom is a G Suite tool used by many teachers throughout the district.
Google Classroom provides a platform for teachers and students to communicate and
collaborate in a digital classroom environment. Parents/guardians with students in
classes that utilize Google Classroom have the option to receive emails with summaries
containing information about assignments, activities, and announcements happening in
class that week. Complete information about Google Classroom email summaries can
be found here: Classroom.

Students at Pine Road Elementary School experience the joy of giving by shopping for
friends and family members at the annual Holiday Shop.

Special Education (Frank Giordano, Director of Special Education and Student Services):
In the November Newsletter, the Special Education Office highlighted Project Search, a
service aimed at providing transition services for students with special needs as they
prepare to enter post-high school life. This month we would like to keep the focus on
transition and preparation for the working world. As Transition Coordinator for the
District, the Supervisor of Student Services, Mrs. Julie O’Malley, continuously works
with local businesses to obtain placements for students to gain and strengthen vital job
skills in a supported environment with the help of a job coach. This coach accompanies
the student to the job and provides guidance and support as the student performs tasks
aimed at enhancing skills that will make the student employable after high school. To
this end, the Office of Special Education is seeking to add additional local businesses to
the list of potential work sites for some of our students. If you are a local business

Coach Dick Rapson was honored at the November School
Board Meeting for his 50 years of coaching the Cross
Country Team. He is pictured with Mary Esposito, a fellow
coach, and Matt Heiland, Athletic Director.

owner who would like to offer
your place of business as a
potential placement, your
participation is welcomed. We
are currently seeking businesses
that can offer time during the
school day to provide students
with experience in light office
work such as delivering or
collecting mail, shredding,
cutting, basic office organization,
and basic cleaning. We also
have students interested in plant
care, light baking, and coffee
service for events. If interested,
please contact Mrs. O’Malley at
215-938-7426.
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