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Greetings from Lower Moreland Township School District…
It is my pleasure to present to you this edition of the LMTSD Superintendent’s April
newsletter. Spring is in the air, and with this comes the celebration of the talents of our
students. As you will see in the articles and photographs in this newsletter, the school year
continues to be marked with achievement and accomplishment. Please make sure to follow
our individual school newsletters as they are filled with news from each of our buildings’
student activities, performances and competitions – many of which, Lower Moreland students
achieve to the highest levels.
During March, the LMTSD Strategic Planning Team began work on the development of a fiveyear plan. The five-year Strategic Plan is intended to specifically define goals and objectives
across five focus areas: (1) Curriculum & Professional Development, (2) Finance & Facilities, (3)
School & Community Relations, (4) Student
Services, (5) Technology. To follow the
Team’s work throughout April, May and June,
please click here.
Last week, an inaugural Career Fair was held
at the high school allowing students in grades
9-12 an opportunity to hear about career
pathways and experiences related to a
number of invited professionals, business
owners and entrepreneurs. More than ever
before, it is important for our high school
students to understand the dynamic
landscape that makes up our current and
projected future workforce. Please click on
LMHS Drama Club presented Once On This Island as the
PA IDOL to see a listing of the PA In-Demand
Spring Musical selection
Opportunities List. This listing gives
insight into some of PA’s most in-demand jobs. Occupations are classified by Today (on-job
training), Tomorrow (some postsecondary training), and Future (four years of postsecondary
training or higher).
I wish all of our students, staff and families a restful spring break April 15-19.
Otta

District News:
Business (Mr. Mark McGuinn, Business Manager):
Each year, the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue
provides a list of taxpayers’ names and addresses to be
reviewed by school districts for each tax year. The
purpose of this report is for school districts to make
corrections to a list of names and addresses of taxpayers
who reported to the Department on their Pennsylvania
Personal Income Tax returns they are residents of the
school district on Dec. 31 of a given tax year.
Pine Road Elementary Fair celebrated its
Multicultural Night on March 21

Upon receipt of this information, officials in the Business Office of the Lower Moreland
Township School District review all of the names and addresses to ensure that only residents of
Lower Moreland Township are to be included for our school district. This verification process is
extremely important as the corresponding income levels of all residents of the district are used
in various ratios and calculations done by the Pennsylvania Department of Education to
determine relative wealth of a school district. For example, the Department of Education
produces a Market Value/Personal Income (MV/PI) Ratio that is used to help determine
reimbursements for districts on their debt service payments. The more accurate the ratio, the
more accurate the reimbursement from the State.

8th Grade Murray Avenue Students played basketball against staff members during the
annual Ultimate Challenge

For the most recent tax year received by the School District (tax year 2017), business officials
had to remove 1,387 taxpayers/addresses out of a total of over 6,500 taxpayers/addresses that

were incorrectly denoted as Lower Moreland Township School District. These corrections are
sent to the correct school districts as well as the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue for
reconciliation purposes and
in conjunction, other school
districts will send their
miscoded information to
Lower Moreland for
verification purposes. As a
reminder for all residents of
Lower Moreland Township
School District, the School
District code that should be
denoted on an individual
Pennsylvania State Income
Tax return should be 46460.
As folks complete their
returns for the tax year
2018, please ensure that
the school district code is
correct.
Students and Staff wore colorful socks on March 21 in recognition of World
Down Syndrome Awareness Day

If addresses are not corrected and taxpayers are not properly removed, their corresponding
income levels will be attributed to the district denoted thereby skewing the income levels and
making the individual district appear “wealthier” than it actually is. In Pennsylvania,
“wealthier” school districts receive less direct State funding for their Basic Instruction Subsidy
as well as other State reimbursements. If there are any questions about this process, please
contact Mark McGuinn, Business Manager at mmcguinn@lmtsd.org or (215) 938-0270 ext.
4515.

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment (Mrs. Julien Drennan, Director of Curriculum and
Instruction):
Each spring students throughout the district take part in
various assessments. Please click here for this month's
update which contains important dates and reminders about
the upcoming PSSA and Keystone tests.

Human Resources/Public Relations (Mrs. Cheryl Galdo,
Esq., Director of HR/PR)
Human Resources Update:

Pine Road Students raised $18,000
for the American Heart Association

Summer positions are available for students (age 16 and
above) at Lower Moreland High School. Students may go here to apply for the following
positions:




Summer Sports Camp Counselors
Summer Maintenance Workers

Volunteer positions are also available for students (age 14-15) as Counselors-in-Training at our
Summer Sports Camp, which takes place at Lower Moreland High School. Students may click
here to apply.
The deadline for all applications is April 30.

Artwork from Murray Avenue School students is on display at the Montgomery County
Intermediate Unit

Public Relations Update:
The District’s Food Services provider,
The Nutrition Group, is publishing The
Scoop on Nutrition, a bi-monthly
newsletter on our website. Found
under the “Food Services” link, each
newsletter contains links information
for how to develop healthy habits,
great-tasting recipes, and fun activities
for kids. Please click here for the
March/April edition.
The Lower Moreland Police Department presented at the High
School Career Fair

Technology (Dr. Jason Hilt, Director of Technology):
The Technology Department supports information technology systems and instructional
technology programs and practices in the district. Below is a snapshot of some exciting and
innovative activities at each building provided by technology council members.

Pine Road: Fourth Grade students are learning about electricity in the energy unit. Teams were
challenged to design a circuit that would power a lightbulb and a motor. Students are also
learning about and building series and parallel circuits.

Murray Avenue: Students in Ms. Hutchinson’s 8th grade health class used Flipgrid videos to
share information about first aid skills. Students used Chromebooks to create multiple videos,
receive instant feedback, and collaborate with peers. Videos were shared in class to learn new
information, practice first aid skills, and analyze and critique skill-based performances. Students
were also able to comment and like other classmates videos. Ms. Hutchinson was inspired by
the positive feedback from the students, and she plans to incorporate innovative learning
activities in future health units.

High School: Students in Mr. Richmond's economics class had an opportunity to use the
district's virtual reality headsets. Students used iPods, Googles Expeditions software, virtual

reality headsets, and a custom tailored virtual reality tour to explore a variety of corporate
headquarters from around the world. Students were asked to analyze the structures and use
their analysis to draw conclusions about what kind of image each company is trying to project
to the public.
Special Education (Mr. Frank Giordano, Director of Special Ed./Student Services):
As often as possible, the Student Services/Special Education Office will provide information via
the Superintendent’s Newsletter regarding ways parents can support students at home to
reinforce skills needed on a daily basis in the classroom. This month, for parents of students in
the early elementary grades, we have included a link to a website recommended by our
Occupational Therapist for reinforcement of fine motor skills. Please peruse the website for
helpful hints to provide home practice of skills students need in the classroom as they develop
the muscles needed to use classroom tools and writing instruments.
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