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With great excitement and anticipation
Dr. Marykay Feeley, Superintendent of Schools,
ushered in the

2016 - 2017 School Year
Her charge to the staff:
Bring Your Best Self • Be a Difference Maker • Celebrate Small Triumphs
Every Student Matters, and mainly, Hold True to our Mission and Vision
Student Enrollment - 2,264

Nationally Ranked 196 by Newsweek

Julien Drennan, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, welcomed
the staff and thanked them for their hard work in the past. She asked
that they remain committed, dedicated and passionate with an eye
towards future growth and modernizing our practices. In an effort
to continue our recognized tradition of excellence, Mrs. Drennan
invited an expert in the field of curriculum design, Dr. Heidi Hayes
Jacobs, to discuss “How to prepare kids for the future.”

Dr. Jacobs is an author and internationally recognized
education leader known for her work in curriculum
integration and developing 21st century approaches to
teaching and learning. She challenged the staff to become
“Right Now Teachers.” She stated that organizations are
never stagnant, “you either grow or you decay.” We must
take accountability for innovation. Our learning spaces are
changing, there are coaching centers, media production
labs, and spaces designed for innovation. We have to
ask ourselves are we meeting the needs of the classical
learner, by keeping the best of our classical practices, and
cultivating right-now personalized learning experiences.
Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs
1.

A guide to where to start is to “do one upgrade.” Literacy capability, show children how to make good choices, and
is making meaning. The new literacies are: digital, media, embrace global literacy, digital applications, point-topoint contact and use social networks. She incorporated
two thought provoking
exercises in her presentation.
The staff was given examples of
how technology can be used in
daily learning experiences. She
encouraged the teachers, while
preparing their lesson plans,
to take action by cuttingkeeping-creating.
Mrs. Drennan plans to invite Dr. Jacobs back to work more
closely with the teachers to help with creatively revising
learning materials while keeping the best of our classical
and global. A website to explore is Curriculum 21. She
practices.
recommended the district develop a clearinghouse, create

Welcome to the District
New
Teachers’
Orientation

New
teachers
to the
District
had an
orientation
on August
24-26 at which time
they got to meet their mentor teachers,
learn more about the District, and hear
from administrators about our policies
and practices.

	
  

Meet Jason Kelly
Branch Manager, First
Student Transportation
215-947-9711

Meet Victoria (Tori) Laidlaw
Nutrition, Inc. Food Service
Director for the District
2.

Meet Julie O’Malley

Supervisor of Student Services
working with Frank Giordano,
Director of Special Education

