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Embracing the Conversation Committee



presented a
Panel Discussion

on

MENTAL HEALTH
& ADDICTION

It’s not a “them” problem; it’s an “us” problem!



Why do we continue to 
“Embrace the Conversation?”

A 2015 Pennsylvania Youth Survey Study for 
Lower Moreland Township School District

indicated…

• Use of alcohol and marijuana is higher than the state          
   and national averages.

• Vaping among students is above the state average. 
• Binge drinking averages are higher than state averages.



• Driving under the influence (in the past year)         
   related to marijuana is higher than the state   
 average.

• The percentages of students who indicated         
   they would try or use alcohol and marijuana is      
   significant, by 12th grade:

   56.6% for alcohol
   37.7% for marijuana
• 11.3% of students reported being offered drugs      

 on school property, which is higher than the state  
 average.



We
 are 

Sounding 
the

 Alarm!

The District is 
“Embracing the Conversation” 

regarding 
Substance Abuse, 

the Opioid Epidemic, and 
Mental Health.

The 
Embracing the Conversation 

Committee
 turned its words into action by 

sponsoring a service project.



Panel Members:
Mr. Vince Lattanzio, Mr. Earl Burnham, Ms. S., Ms. P., 
Detective Sargent David Scirrotto



• Journalism lead for NBC 10
He spent six months investigating 
the  heroin and opioid problem   
in Philadelphia

Vince Lattanzio

• The project is titled:
          “Generation Addicted”
He and his team have received many awards 
for this documentary including five Mid-
Atlantic Emmy Awards

https:www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kx6Rujy7B1s



Ms. S. Shares Her Story

Having been personally affected by the opioid epidemic, she 
volunteers to share her story in hopes of saving a life.

Parents should pay attention to:

• Money disappearing with nothing to show for it

• Persistent lying

• Small pupils

• Enabling the behavior



Earl Burnham

Jordan

His son Jordan Burnham 
survived a suicide attempt 
as a high school senior.

A suicide survivor and 
nationally-recognized 
mental health advocate, 
Jordan talked to Lower 
Moreland students 
about his battle with 
depression.



• Experience highs and lows in his daily life
• Have feelings of worthlessness and hopelessness 
• Experience a loss of interest in daily activities
• Have recurring thoughts of death or suicide

Which eventually resulted in his surviving a suicide attempt!

His battle caused him to:



David J. Scirrotto
Detective Sergeant

Lower Moreland Township
Police Department

He works with families within 
Lower Moreland who have faced 
the struggles that come with 
substance abuse and mental. 

The U.S. opioid epidemic can be traced to the 1990s, when 
the pharmaceutical industry began producing new opioid 
painkillers, such as OxyContin, that were marketed as 
safer and less prone to abuse than prior medications.

Suddenly, opioid painkillers were prescribed for a wide 
range of ailments. In some communities already ravaged 
by joblessness and substance abuse, unscrupulous doctors 
dispensed the painkillers in bulk via “pill mills.” As officials 
sought to reduce illegitimate prescriptions, the street price 
of the painkillers soared, sending many users to relatively 
cheaper heroin, mostly imported from Mexico.

As users developed tolerances for the heroin, dealers in 
search of something cheaper and even stronger began 
mixing in illicit fentanyl, a synthetic drug that in its legal 
form is sometimes used in anesthesia to prevent surgical 
pain.

Soon, even as overdoses spiked, countless drug abusers 
sought out the more powerful fentanyl-laced heroin, and 
thousands of users became hooked on the drug.

Across the eight-county, Philadelphia region during the 
first half of 2017, drug-related deaths increased by fifty 
percent.



Results of the Epidemic: 

• Higher crime in the area

• Officers have to carry Narcan to prevent 

overdoses

• More support is needed by families



Students, who are members of 
the committee, asked questions of 
the panelist.

• Parents, pay attention
• Have conversations
• Share information
• Be honest
• Seek help
• Discuss how to move forward

Closing Remarks



The 
Board of School Directors,
the 
Superintendent of Schools,
and the
High School Principal
commend the hard work 
of the 
Embracing the Conversation 
Committee

The Embracing the Conversation Committee will continue to address the 
challenging issues of mental health, substance abuse, and addiction.



Lower 
Moreland
Township 
Police 
Department
215-947-3132

JUNCTION HOUSE, Inc.
215-919-1558

National      Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline

215-501-3357

Angels
in 

Motion

1-800-273-TALK (8255)

Community Resources
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