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Montaigne

Personal Political Values Essay
50 Possible Points (see rubric on back)

Due W 9/28/11

Now that you’ve taken the questionnaire, learned the vocabulary for the first unit, and discussed what we’re responsible for doing before we vote, it’s time to put it all together into an essay. That, and the debate, and a current events presentation, will keep us busy through the week after next. Then we’ll break open our textbook and go to work learning the history of politics.


Here’s how your essay should be structured:

Paragraph I: Introduction

· Get the reader’s attention with something dramatic, shocking or different. Make the reader (an imaginary one, not Mr. M who reads these for a living) want to read the rest.

· Use a transition sentence to attach your “grabber” to the topic sentence.

· Write a careful, complete and grammatical topic sentence. Yours is going to be “Because I am a free spender/tightwad, a hawk/dove, and a libertarian/paternalistic person (choose one of each), the term from the political spectrum that best describes me would be radical/liberal/moderate/conservative/reactionary (choose one).”
Paragraph II: First Body Paragraph

· What is your overall approach to economic policy? Are you a free spender or a tightwad?

· First example of an economic issue where you feel strongly…state the issue, how you feel about it, and why you feel that way.

· Second example of an economic issue where you feel strongly…state the issue, how you feel about it, and why you feel that way.

· Repeat again: free spender or tightwad?

Paragraph III: Second Body Paragraph

· What is your overall approach to foreign policy? Are you a hawk or a dove?

· First example of a foreign policy issue where you feel strongly…state the issue, how you feel about it, and why you feel that way.

· Second example of a foreign policy issue where you feel strongly…state the issue, how you feel about it, and why you feel that way.

· Repeat again: hawk or dove?
Paragraph IV: Third Body Paragraph

· What is your overall approach to social policy? Are you a libertarian or paternalistic?

· First example of a social issue where you feel strongly…state the issue, how you feel about it, and why you feel that way.

· Second example of a social issue where you feel strongly…state the issue, how you feel about it, and why you feel that way.

· Repeat again: libertarian or paternalistic?

Paragraph V: Conclusion

· Summarize (repeat briefly) by turning every body paragraph into a sentence. Start with the topic sentence of each body paragraph, change the wording, but keep the meaning the same.

· End with a creative “clincher” or “zinger”, something that is clever enough to stick in the reader’s mind but is also a reinforcement of your overall topic sentence; in this case, why you’re a radical/liberal/moderate/conservative/reactionary.
Any questions, just ask. Try to knock out the rough draft soon:  I will accept a rough draft only through F 9/22. The essay must be word-processed. Let the computer help you with conventions. Use the library after school, too, if your home computer has “issues”. Use any lab time you get wisely.
