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At the December 3rd Board Re-
Organization Meeting which was held 
before the December Work Session, 
the District had the opportunity to 
welcome two new Board members:  
Howard Patent and Lance Wolbransky.  
They were sworn-in by Magisterial 
District Judge Friedenberg.  Mr. Patent 
and Mr. Wolbransky fill the seats held 

by Dr. Barbara Breitman and Nathan 
Murawsky. Current Board members 
Steven Geiger and Michael Mueller 
were also sworn in for new terms.

In addition, the Board also voted for Dr. 
Murray Cohen and Mr. Mike Mueller to 
continue in their roles as President and 
Vice-President. �

The District would like to thank 
two members leaving the Board. Dr. 
Barbara Breitman for her 12 years of 
service and Mr. Nathan Murawsky for 
his 8 years of service. We particularly 
recognize Dr. Breitman’s service as 
Board Secretary and Mr. Murawsky’s 
service on the Legislative Committee of 

the Montgomery County Intermediate 
Unit. 

Dr. Breitman and Mr. Murawsky, whose 
terms ended in November 2013, have 
done so much to support and enhance 
the public education Lower Moreland 
students are receiving. �

Lower Moreland High School’s 7th Mini-
THON was a huge success! The total amount 
raised from the events on November 22nd 

and the fundraising activities leading up to 
it came to $130,510.59. This is $48,028.78 
more than was raised during last year’s Mini-
THON.

Congratulations to all of the High School 
students, staff, and volunteers who made 
it happen. Murray Avenue also got in on 
the fun this year with their own mustache-
growing competition in the 4 weeks leading 
up to Mini-THON.

Of course, none of this would be possible 
without the countless hours and dedication of 
teachers Seth Baron and Leslie Needleman.�

MINI-THON HUGE SUCCESS
Exceeding Last Year’s Total
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Teachers JoAnne Fox and Anne Boagni escorted the High 
School Advanced Placement English Literature class to see a 
live presentation of three contemporary poets—Mike Magee, 
Kenny Goldsmith and Tracie Morris—at the Kelly Writers 
House at the University of Pennsylvania.

The students actively participated in the on-line discussion 

of modern and contemporary poetry, which is offered as a 
graduate-level course at the University of Pennsylvania. The 
students have been working with many of the poems in this 
course as supplements to the curriculum and to add to the rigor 
of the course. Ms. Boagni was asked to return to the university 
to discuss high school involvement with these graduate level 
courses. �

Dr. Jamie Lincow’s Advanced Placement Spanish Language 
class has been learning about how science and technology 
impact their daily routines. The students wrote and illustrated 
books for preschoolers at the School of Early Learning at Old 
York Road Temple Beth Am. They included age-appropriate 
technology in their stories and used the preschoolers’ names 

as the main characters. On November 19th, the high school 
students visited the preschoolers, had lunch with them, and 
read their stories. The class donated the finished books to the 
preschool so that they can grow their libraries with Spanish 
books. It was a great day! �

Submitter Project
Brea D’Angelo Hard Drive Digital Cameras for Broadcasting Classes (3 Cameras)
1st Grade Team and Kathy Krupa Interactive Videoconference: The Wonders of Weather
Denise Meyers STEM Innovation Design Challenge/K’nex Real Bridge Building
Laura Metzger Tablets in the Sixth Grade Mathematics Classroom

Teachers Awarded Mini-Grants from the District for the 2013-14 School Year:

AP English Literature Class Visits Kelly Writers House at U of PA

AP Spanish Class Share Their Books With Pre-Schoolers
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On Tuesday, November 26, Murray 
Avenue School had its first Walk-A-Thon 
during specials classes. The Walk-A-Thon 
was sponsored by the FOR (Friends of 
Rachel) Club. The FOR Club stems from 
a legacy left by Rachel Joy Scott who was 
the first victim of the Columbine tragedy. 
It was her mission to spread kindness.  
Murray Avenue was able to bring the 

Chain Links program (a program founded 
by Rachel’s family after the tragedy to 
spread kindness) to Lower Moreland 
with the support of the PTA. Since last 
fall, the club members have been working 
diligently to spread kindness throughout 
the building; just as Rachel Joy Scott did 
during her short life.

The Club was fortunate to a have local 
businesses, including Wawa, sponsoring 
the cause. Money raised through pledges 
went to the Murray Avenue’s Fund 
“Students Caring F.O.R. Students” that 
helps Murray Avenue students and 
families in times of need. In this first year, 
our students raised $2,924.59!!! �

We hope this becomes a new Murray 
Avenue tradition. 

On November 
1st,  the 6th grade 
students at 
Murray Avenue 

participated in an Ellis Island Simulation 
experience. Dressed as immigrants from 
many nations, the students’ experience 
consisted of packing their things, taking 
their passport and loading a boat for 
America. Once at Ellis Island, students 
would experience long lines and separation 
from family or friends in order to be 
evaluated and questioned by officials at 
different stations. 

At one station, the “immigrants” answered 
questions about where they would live 
and how they would earn money. If the 
“inspectors” were pleased with their 
answers, the “immigrants” would get a 
stamp in their passports in order to move 
to the INS Naturalization station where 
the questions included, “Who is the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court” and “What is 
the minimum voting age in the U.S.?” The 
experience ended with the “immigrants” 
finally being admitted into the United States. 
This simulation, which has been occurring 
at Murray Avenue for the past 35 years, is 
a highlight of the students’ 6th grade year. �

Lower Moreland High School student 
Shelby Shajimon was selected to sing Alto 
I for PMEA District Choir 11. She was 
selected for this honor after auditioning 
with students from other public and 
private schools in Montgomery and Bucks 
Counties. She performed with the Choir 
on January 9-11 at Neshaminy HS.

About PMEA District 11

Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA) is an affiliate of 
the nearly 80,000 member National 
Association for Music Education 
(NAfME). PMEA is a service organization 
to music education in the Commonwealth. 
The membership includes those engaged 
in music instruction at all levels, from 
preschool through college and university, 
retired educators, as well as those in the 
music industry. In addition, students 
enrolled in music education may 
participate in collegiate chapters and 
secondary students may participate in 
Tri-M Honor Society. PMEA provides 
leadership in professional growth and 
offers special opportunities for musical 
development to school students. PMEA 
District 11 serves the music educators 
and students of Montgomery and Bucks 
counties. �

Murray Avenue Students Relive History
• Ellis Island Simulation • Student on the Right Note

Students Caring F.O.R. Students Walk-A-Thon
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Maxwell Football Club President, Ron Jaworski, announced 
the 2013 Mini Max High School Award winners for the state of 
Pennsylvania. The fifty-four players selected are from schools 
located in Districts 1, 3, 11 and 12 in the eastern half of the 
state. Players were nominated by their coaches throughout 
the 2013 season and were evaluated based on a criteria that 
includes; football performance, academics, and community 
service. We are pleased to announce that Joseph Leventhal 

was nominated by Coach Mark Mayson to represent Lower 
Moreland.

The Maxwell Football Club will select one player from the 
group of Mini Max winners as the winner of the Pennsylvania 
High School Player of the Year. The Pennsylvania High School 
Player of the Year was announced on January 9, 2014 at the 
Awards Dinner. �
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CHOP Donations
At Pine Road Elementary 
School, several classes 
(Mrs.Lemos’, Mr. Wodotinsky’s, 
Mrs. Kim’s and Mrs. Turnbull’s) 
collected an assortment of gifts 
for children who had to spend 
their holidays at the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. This 
gift collection is becoming an 
annual tradition for students. �

The 2013 Pennsylvania Mini Max Award Winners

Pine Road School staff took a trip to the Ronald 
McDonald House on Saturday, January 25th. Staff 
members served a delicious brunch to the resi-
dents and made a donation of $200 to the Ronald 
McDonald House on behalf of the School. Mrs. 
Fisher’s 1st grade class collected over 200 coats that 
were donated to “A Woman’s Place” in Doylestown 
and to the Philadelphia Veterans Comfort House. 

Pine Road School Show Its Generosity
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The District installed solar photo-voltaic 
panels on the roofs of its three schools 
in 2012. The solar panels generate a 
combined quantity of 575 kilowatts of 
electricity, which is about one third of 
the High School’s electrical demand. It 
is also equivalent to eliminating 4,674 
tons of CO2 emissions or saving 1,402 
acres of trees or not driving 12,800,000 
vehicle miles.)

The District now has full certification 
to sell Solar Renewable Energy Credits 
(SRECS) in both Pennsylvania and Ohio.  
The District is working with our broker, 

Evolution Markets, to sell our stockpiled 
energy credits. Our total revenue 
through November 2013 (gross revenue 
less commissions) is $15,900.58. This 
amount covers both the 12/13 school 
year and the current 13/14 school year.

The solar project provides a learning 
opportunity for students and a practical 
teaching aid for the classroom. Students 
learn about energy conservation, 
firsthand, by tracking the energy 
generated on the roof. Having a 
working power plant on their school 
roof, students will be able to track 

the relationship between sunlight 
and electricity production which will 
provide further opportunities to learn 
about the technology, economics and 
consider the environmental and health 
impacts of different energy sources.

You can connect to our solar monitoring 
solution from the District’s website or 
from the solar monitors and kiosks 
found in our school lobbies to track our 
system performance, energy production 
and savings. �

Following a student research activity that 
involved the 6th grade comparing and 
contrasting sled dogs in Alaska to working 
dogs (military and police), the 6th grade 
Language Arts teachers came up with a 
plan to raise money in an effort to buy 
a bullet-proof vest for a local police dog 
through a non-profit organization called 
Vested Interest in K-9s, Inc. Each vest 
costs $950. In less than 2 short weeks, the 
157 students in the 6th grade class raised 
over $1,000 to purchase a much needed 
vest for a police dog in the Montgomery 
County’s Sheriff ’s Department.

The announcement of the donation was 
made at the December 19th graduation 
ceremony for the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (DARE) program at Murray 
Avenue School.

Murray Avenue School is focused 
on immersing students in a program 
full of character education. Making 
quality choices, helping one another, 
and demonstrating tolerance and 
understanding for differences are just a 
few of life’s lessons that accompany their 
academics. This combination is clearly 
working. �

Solar Energy Project 
UPDATE

Murray Avenue 6th Graders Raise Money for a Purpose

The Odyssey Team would love to see friendly faces there to cheer them on as they uphold the tradition of 
Odyssey, promoting Creativity, Team Work, and Problem Solving!

The annual Odyssey of the Mind Southeast Regional Tournament Competition is coming up 
Saturday, March 15, 2014

South East Region
http://paodyssey.com/southeast

Louis E Dieruff High School • 815 North Irving Street • Allentown, PA 18109
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Photos by Steve Hunn

On Tuesday, November 12th, the Lower Moreland PTA held a fundraiser featuring the Harlem Wizards vs. the Lower 
Moreland Lion All-Stars. The All-Stars were made up of the following teachers and staff members:

Pine Road
Bob Barnhart
Colleen Cerruti
Keith Crowell
Erin Fahy
Jen McGuigan
Adrian Stoffregen
Kevin Swillo

Murray Avenue
Mary Crossin
Jane Edwards
Kyle Feiser
Kevin Grzybowski
Jim Horrell
Jeff Zschunke

High School
Seth Baron
Brea D’Angelo
Karl Powidzki

The Pine Road Jump Rope Team 
also made a half-time appearance

The Wizards led the students in 
a giant game of “Simon Says.”

Dr. Marykay Feeley
Superintendent of Schools

mfeeley@lmtsd.org

Cheryl Galdo, Esq.
Director of Human Resources and Public Relations

cgaldo@lmtsd.org

PTA Hosts Fund-filled, Action-packed Fundraiser
featuring the Harlem Wizards
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The Foundation for Lower Moreland Schools
presents its fifth annual...

Monte Carlo Night
Saturday, March 15, 2014

7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Huntingdon Valley Country Club
2295 Country Club Drive

Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006

Cash Bar and DJ
Must be 21 to attend

$50 per person
includes 

$50 in casino chips, food and non-alcoholic beverages
$60 at the door

Complimentary Valet Parking
No Jeans (Country Club Policy)

Dr. Murray Cohen
President

Mr. Michael Mueller
Vice President

Mr. Alan Steinberg
Treasurer

Mrs. Camille Baker
Secretary

Mr. Steve Geiger

Mr. Robert Howard

Mr. Yuri Khalif

Mr. Howard Patent

Mr. Lance Wolbransky
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