
CONSTRUCTION

E-Newsletter

September/October Edition

Lower Moreland Township School District Dr. Marykay Feeley, Superintendent of Schools

We would like to thank our parents, fam-
ilies, staff, and community members for 
their patience while we undertook vari-
ous construction projects this summer.  
Some of these projects will be ongoing 
into the fall as we continue to strive to 
provide our students with the safest and 
most productive learning environment 
possible. Below is a summary of these 
projects:

Lower Moreland Township High School    
 Park Lot and Additional Projects

The High School parking lot construction 
project had a start date of June 20th in or-
der to minimize the impact to student in-
struction and to get the bulk of the work 
completed during the summer.

As opposed to just re-paving the existing 
parking lot/lanes in the high school, the 
District worked with the architecture firm 
to re-design the parking lot in an effort to 
provide a safer environment for staff, stu-
dents, buses, and the general public.

After much thought and design, the 
parking lot will now have a totally 
different entrance and exit feature for 
the buses where they are separated from 
student and faculty parking to avoid 
student and staff having to walk between 
buses. The new bus lane (which also 
serves as overflow parking for special 
events) is located by the tennis courts 
and serves as a separate lane for buses 
only. Also, as part of the project, a new 
underground drainage system had to be 

created that involved digging down to 
the core of the ground and starting anew. 
During this process, a large amount of 
granite was encountered in the central 
area of the new parking lot. The rock had 
to be crushed and removed in order to 
install the electrical conduits for the new 
parking island lights. In addition to this, 
abandoned and active utility lines were 
found and had to be avoided to allow the 
new underground drainage piping system. 
A new storm water basin was constructed 
to capture and hold all the water collected 
by the piping system during rainstorms 
and snow. Also, all through the project, 
proper soil compaction testing had to be 
performed to ensure it and the paving 
would last many years. 
 
Additional projects that took place during 
the summer at the High School included 
the expansion of the high school cafe-
teria, the relocation and formation of a 
new “apartment style” Life Skills class-
room and preparation for the arrival 
of modular classrooms. 

Murray Avenue School 
  Pedestrian Bridge

At Murray Avenue, the pedestri-
an bridge work was also planned to 
work around the student schedule so 
as to not interrupt student instruc-
tion. Again, there was a tremendous 
amount of planning that needed to be 
done in the design phase of the project 
                             Continued on Page 3

Sharon Franciosa joined Pine Road 
School on Monday, September 23.

Sharon was the Assistant Principal at 
Prospect Park School, which has Grades 
1 to 8, in the Interboro School District 
since 2011. For the four years before that, 
Sharon was the principal for the lower 
school and the Life Skills Programs at the 
Pathway School in West Norriton, which 
is a private alternative placement school 
for students with varied and multiple 
disabilities.

Her elementary teaching career includes 
10 years at Flemming Elementary in New 
Jersey where she taught Transitional 1st, 
2nd and 5th grades. She also taught middle 
school math in New Jersey and 2nd grade 
in Savannah, Georgia.

Sharon has two Master’s degrees from 
Wilmington University-one in Special 
Education and one in School Leadership.  
She has her Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary Education from Atlantic 
Armstrong State University in Savannah.
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The Pennsylvania Department of Education 
has recently released the Pennsylvania 
School Performance Profile. This public 
site (http://www.paschoolperformance.
org) provides an academic performance 
score for public schools in the state. This 
performance score is designed with several 
purposes in mind: 

• to inform the public of school   
performance

• to provide a building level score for 
educators as part of their evaluation 
system

• to allow the public to compare 
schools across the state

• to give schools a methodology to 
analyze their strengths and needs

While public schools across the state have 
previously received designations under No 
Child Left Behind (e.g., Made Adequate 

Yearly Progress, Making Progress, 
Warning, School Improvement, Corrective 
Action), schools will now receive an 
academic performance score based upon 
many data points.  Test scores, progress 
in closing achievement gaps, and degree 
of student growth over time are factored 
into the scoring while other identifiers of 
high achieving schools are also considered: 
graduation, promotion, and attendance 
rates as well as evidence of offering rigorous 
courses factor into the calculation.  Schools 
may also earn extra points beyond the 100 
point scoring system for those students 
who have earned advanced scores on the 
state, industry, and Advanced Placement 
Exams.

In addition to the scoring aspect of the site, 
the public can compare schools within and 
across the state. For districts, the site also 
offers supports for schools to consider as 
they identify needs in the academic profile.

PA School Performance Profile:
What It Means for Lower Moreland Township School District

We have three students who are recognized as National Merit Semifinalists and 
one student invited to participate in the National Achievement Scholarship Pro-
gram.  We also have 7 seniors who are recognized as National Merit Commended 
Students for their performance on the 2012 PSAT. We will provide updates as the 
Semifinalists move through the National Merit Scholar Selection Process.�

 Geoffrey Xiao, Chloe Wiggins, Ian Mitchell Harmatz, Matthew S. Smith, 

Carmela Curatola-Knowles, Pine 
Road School’s Gifted Teacher, 
has been chosen to serve on 
the Philadelphia Zoo’s Teacher 
Advisory Council for the 2013-
2015 term. Ms. Curatola-Knowles 
and her Grade 5 students won 
first prize in the elementary level 
of the Zoo’s UNLESS Contest last 
spring and were awarded $ 2,500 
for Pine Road School. The monies 
were used to fund the purchase of 
LEGO ROBOTICS.�

The Teacher Advisory Council 
works to further the Zoo’s 
conservation education initiatives 
and Ms. Curatola-Knowles was 
selected from a highly competitive 
application pool. �

National Merit Scholars

Curatola-Knowles
Named to Advisory Board
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to ensure that the new bridge would last 
for many years to come. In that light, 
it was decided to move away from the 
previous design of a concrete structure 
with reinforced rebar to a structure that 
will hold up better to the elements with 
weatherproofed steel girders and steel 
decking to be the hallmark of the bridge.  
In conjunction with this, the adjoining 
sidewalks, handicapped access ramps 
and curbing also needed to be replaced, 
and this concrete work was done to 
ensure it also would hold up to weath-
er conditions. The areas were brought 
down to grade, the soil was tested, and 
then concrete was poured and further 
tested to ensure the longevity of the ma-
terials. While the District had every in-
tention to have this project complete by 
the beginning of school, the steel deck-
ing that is the cornerstone of the bridge 
was delayed because of the tremendous 
call for steel this summer. The school is 
fortunate that the bridge is a secondary 
means of entrance/exit to the building so 
the slight delay did not affect student ar-

rival and departure to a great extent.

High School and Murray Avenue
  Field Projects

The planning and design for the field 
projects at the High School and Murray 
Avenue were done for safety reasons as 
well as to maximize the playability of the 
fields after weather events. At the Murray 
Avenue site, there was a large corrugat-
ed metal drain pipe that was found to be 
in disrepair and leaking causing various 
sinkholes in the fields at the Murray Av-
enue site. This had to be rectified by re-
moving the deteriorated pipe, installing 
a new and long lasting corrugated vinyl 
pipe, and then filling in and re-sodding 
the area. This was done during the sum-
mer months with sod being delivered 
and watered every day to ensure it would 
take hold. At the ball fields, underground 
drainage systems were installed that help 
alleviate water after a weather event and 
help get the fields ready to play sooner to 
ensure that games previously missed due 

to weather and its aftermath can now be 
played. The District has been monitoring 
these fields after rain events and has seen 
a drastic improvement as opposed to be-
fore the renovations were done.  Addi-
tionally, the District has installed handi-
capped access ramps to the fields to allow 
those folks who need that assistance to 
view games. Lastly, the infields of the ball 
fields were “cut down” and re-sodded to 
alleviate the lips that occur after years of 
use and new backstop fencing was in-
stalled at the fields for student/spectator 
safety.

Additional Safety Projects

The District has begun the implementa-
tion of a district-wide card access system 
and additional closed circuit TV cameras 
to further secure our buildings. In con-
junction with this project, the District is 
also re-designing the front entrances of 
Pine Road and the High School and add-
ing security measures for student safety.  
The Murray Avenue portion of this proj-
ect will take place next summer.�

Construction Update continued from Page 1

Laura 
Blanche, 
High School 
Guidance 
Counselor, 
is on a 
year-long 
sabbatical 
during 
which she 
is visiting colleges and universities 
across the country to build 
relationships with the admissions 
staff and gather information that 
she can share with our students. You 
can follow Mrs. Blanche’s College 
Tour Blog at: blanchetour.tumblr.
com. To follow the blog, you must 
create a free tumblr account first at 
www.tumblr.com. If you visit the 
blog, please hit the “follow” button.�

Follow Ms. Blanche
to college...

On Saturday, October 5th, 
Pine Road community 
members came together for 
our fall clean-up. Students, 
parents, teachers and their 
families spread woodchips 
and cut back overgrown 
vines and plants. The vol-
unteers hung bird houses 
that were donated by a Pine 
Road family, and they cut 
and moved logs to line the 
trail. Work was also begun 
on a new entrance using 
bricks from the original 
trail. Hope to see you at the 
spring clean up!�

A Clean Sweep at Pine Road

THE DATE OF THE SENIOR PROM HAS CHANGED TO
Thursday, May 29, 2014 
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The Lower Moreland High School received 
a letter of gratitude from the family of a 
10 year old child with severe autism and 
a hearing impairment. It was his dream 
to travel to Florida to visit Legoland, 
Universal Studies, and, of course, Walt 
Disney World. Through the fundraising 
efforts of the students and staff of the high 
school, under the leadership of teacher 
Katie Larkin, this dream became a reality 
in September.

The High School raised the money for 
the trip through the annual Ultimate 
Challenge, the proceeds of which are 
donated to The Sunshine Foundation, 
located in Feasterville. The Sunshine 

Foundation is a charity that answers the 
dreams of chronically ill, seriously ill, 
physically challenged and abused children, 
ages three to eighteen. More information 
about the charity can be found at

 www.sunshinefoundation.org.

Save the Date

Ultimate Challenge

 Friday, March 7, 2014 

Colleen Cerruti, the Life Skills teacher 
at Pine Road School, organized an 
event on October 10 with the adaptive 
physical education teacher from the 
Montgomery County Intermediate 

Unit, Darlene Anderson.  They 
thought it would 

be a good idea 

to get some of the Life Skills classes 
from Montgomery County together at 
Everybody’s Playground in Hatboro 
Horsham.  Everybody’s Playground 
is a handicapped-accessible facility 
located at Lukens Park on 540 Dresher 

Road.  

           

The playground offers swings, monkey 
bars, slides, climbing structures, 
basketball courts, and open fields for a 
variety of activities.  

The Hatboro Kiwanis club covered the 
cost of the insurance and pavilion rental 
for this event. �

The Sunshine Foundation

Everybody’s Playground
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LMHS Mini-THON is an official part of 
Penn State Dance Marathon (THON). 
THON is the largest student-run philan-
thropy organization in the world, with 
all proceeds going to help fight pediatric 
cancer at the Penn State Hershey Medi-
cal Center.

The Event
Our Mini-THON is a non-profit, an-
nual fundraiser consisting of a 12-hour, 
no-sitting event. The participants, called 
“dancers”, are high school students of all 
grades, who raise a minimum amount 
in order to participate. Some of the 
highlights of Mini-THON include fam-
ily hour, the grade-vs-grade lip-sync 
and dance competitions, and the wall of 
hands. Several Four Diamonds Families 
have graciously joined our LMHS Mini-
THON family, and they spend time 

with us during the event to share stories 
of the hardships pediatric cancer has 
caused their families. Points are allotted 
for each game and at the end of Mini-
THON we announce a winning grade. 
At the end of the evening, the numbers 
are lifted, revealing the total amount of 
money raised. 

FTK
The motto of THON is “FTK”. Every-
thing we do is “For The Kids”. Whether 
we are approaching businesses for do-
nations, putting in long hours planning 
Mini-THON, or standing without rest 
for 12 hours, the kids fighting cancer are 
our inspiration.

To make a donation or more informa-
tion, please visit the LMHS Mini-THON 
site at http://lmhsminithon.com/. �
 

Save the Date Lower Moreland Mini-THON
Friday, November 22 @ Lower Moreland High 

The Coco Loco Café, a project of the High School Life 
Skills program, had its grand re-opening on Friday, 
September 27.  The Café, which offers drinks and 
snacks prepared by the students, gives the students 
an opportunity to practice skills needed in the 
workplace such as providing good customer service.  
The Café, located in the High School cafeteria, is 
open every Friday from 8:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. �

Open for Business:  Coco Loco Cafe Reopens

The Lower Moreland High School 
yearbook, THE ELMLEO, 2013 
had won three coveted awards:

1st Place
American Scholastic 
Press Association

Silver Medalist
PA School Press Association

Silver Medalist
Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association

Yearbook Adviser, Mr. Lawrence 
Leong recognized graduates 
Christopher Keane and David 
Lakata (Co-Editors), and the 
entire yearbook staff for their 
outstanding contributions.

THE YEARBOOK
A Real Winner!

1st
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Back to school at Murray 
Avenue Middle school 

has a unique and timely 
focus this year: some students 

are engaged in activities for ‘Peace 
Day’, an annual day of global unity. 

Peace Day first began in 1999, when 
Jeremy Gilley founded a non-profit 
organization called Peace One Day to 
institutionalize the 21st of September 

as Peace Day, and to make it a day of 
intercultural cooperation on a scale 
that humanity has never known. 

In 2001, the United Nations 
unanimously adopted the first ever 
annual day of global ceasefire and non-
violence on 21 September – Peace Day. 
By 2012, approximately 280 million 
people in 198 countries were aware 
of Peace Day 2012 – 4% of the world’s 

population. 

Studies have shown that approximately 
2% of those people (5.6 million) behaved 
more peacefully as a result. Peace One 
Day expects to double those figures for 
2013, creating a solid foundation for 
informing 3 billion people about Peace 
Day by 2016. More information about 
peace day can be found at:

http://peaceoneday.org.

In 2013, Peace One Day has set out 
to encourage organizations and 
individuals to take specific actions to 
reduce violence around the theme: 

Who Will You Make Peace With?

At Murray Avenue School, Peace Day 
activities include Pinwheels for Peace, 
an art project in which students create 
and dedicate pinwheels to individuals 
who need peace in their lives, or 

individuals who have inspired them 
toward peace in their own lives. These 
pinwheels were on display to the 
public along Murray Avenue, from 
September 20th through the 23rd. �

Additionally, students may 
participate in an international video 
conference hosted by Face to Faith, 
an organization which works to 
help prevent religious prejudice, 
conflict and extremism. Despite its 
name, Face to Faith is not a religious 
organization: it is unaffiliated; 
working with all those committed to 
peaceful co-existence, including 

those of faith and none.
 
The video conference gives 
Murray Avenue students a chance to 
directly connect with other school 
children on a global scale to identify 
conflict in their own lives and 
communities, and to ask: “who do I 
need to make peace with? How can I 
do this? Who will benefit when I do?�”

Peace on earth begins with me...

Dr. Marykay Feeley
Superintendent of Schools

mfeeley@lmtsd.org

Cheryl Galdo, Esq.
Director of Human Resources and Public Relations

cgaldo@lmtsd.org
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Jeddkeen Tam, a student from Lower 
Moreland, was honored on October 27 
as one of the brightest middle school 
students in the world at a national 
awards ceremony sponsored by the 

Johns Hopkins University Center for 
Talented Youth (CTY). 

The Center honored Jeddkeen, a student 
at Murray Avenue Middle School, 
for his exceptional performance as a 

middle school student on the college 
SAT, ACT or similar test as part of the 
2012/2013 CTY Talent Search. CTY 
uses above-grade-level tests (such as 
the college SAT for middle school 

students) because they provide a clear 
picture of advanced students’ academic 
abilities. This year there were more 
than 35,700 2nd to 8th grade participants 
in The CTY Talent Search, which 
identifies and recognizes the academic 

capabilities of advanced students 
around the world. Students from 50 
states and 69 countries participated. 

Of the 17,670 7th and 8th grade 
participants only 1,075 U.S. and 
international middle school students 
scored high enough on their above-
grade-level tests to be invited to the 
ceremony on the Johns Hopkins 
University campus. 

Of the invited students, at least 106 
students achieved a perfect score on 
the reading or math section of the test 
taken, three students received 800 on 
both math and verbal sections of the 
SAT. 

Students honored at the 2013 Grand 
Ceremony qualified for CTY’s 
residential summer programs, online 
classes, and family academic programs. 
At CTY, academically advanced 
students–who come from some 100 
countries around the world–meet 
others like them and form a community 
of learners. �

The Lower Moreland High School 
and Murray Avenue field hockey 
teams hosted PLAY 4 THE CURE 
field hockey games this past season 
and raised a total of $1,446. The 
players worked hard to promote 
awareness and to fundraise for this 
special event. The girls wore pink 
uniform accessories, the lines on 
the field were painted pink and the 
players raised money to benefit 
cancer researchbefore and during 
the games through various activities.

Lady Lions Play 4 the Cure

The Best and the Brightest Right Here at Home

The proceeds were donated to two different organizations: The 
National Foundation for Cancer Research and the Bi-Centennial 
Athletic League “Fight for the Cure” Month benefiting Coaches for 
Cancer through the American Cancer Society.�
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Saturday

March 15, 2014
7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

The Foundation for Lower Moreland Schools 
presents...

Monte Carlo Night

Huntingdon Valley Country Club
2295 Country Club Drive   

Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006   
Complimentary Valet Parking

Tickets: $50 per person in advance; $60 at door

Must be 21 to attend. 
Cash bar.

Try your hand at blackjack, poker, slots, roulette, and craps as our experienced 
dealers teach you all you need to know to walk out a winner!

www.lmtsd.org/foundation

Save the Date!

Dr. Murray Cohen
President

Mr. Michael Mueller
Vice President

Mr. Alan Steinberg
Treasurer

Mrs. Camille Baker
Secretary

Dr. Barbara Breitman

Mr. Steve Geiger

Mr. Robert Howard

Mr. Yuri Khalif

Mr. Nathan Murawsky
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