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A kingdom of knowledge is within each child.

Welcome to the 2014 - 2015 School Year!

Joining the Pride

At the August and September School Board meetings the 
District formally  welcomed new staff to the pride of Lower 
Moreland. As each was introduced, Superintendent Dr. 
Marykay Feeley extended a handshake of confidence that 
their expertise, experiences and talents will be an asset to the 
exceptional educational program at Lower Moreland.

We are happy to welcome to Pine Road Elementary School 
Shannon Dallahan, Grades K-2 School Counselor. The 
Murray Avenue School welcomed Katherine Kirkpatrick, 
who will teach Mathematics. Lower Moreland High School 
welcomed Steven Wittmer in Special Education. Chelsea 
Dehner, who was previously with the District as a long-term 
substitute, has returned in a permanent role to teach Music at 
Murray Avenue School and the High School.

Chelsea Dehner
Music Teacher

Shannon Dallahan
K-2 School Counselor

Katherine Kirkpatrick
Mathematics Teacher

The District kicked off its 2014-2015 school year when 
students returned to class on September 2nd. They were 
welcomed into buildings that had been refreshed and, in the 
case of Murray Avenue School, had construction completed 
over the summer. Teachers and staff were revitalized after 
their summer vacations and eager to get the school year off 
to a great start.

Parents had the opportunity to meet their students’ teachers 
and the staff members of each school during the well-
attended Back-to-School Nights. Students are making new 
friends while getting the chance to greet old ones. Everyone 
is looking forward to another great school year filled with 
learning new things, playing sports, acting in school plays, 
and all that Lower Moreland has to offer.
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Special Education
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Lower Moreland High School is 
proud to announce the following 
students who were recognized by 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. 

The National Merit Semifinalists are:
David Grabovsky
Irina Javed
Danielle Kline
Min-Hyoung Oh
Ben Teperov

These academically talented high school seniors have an 
opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,600 
National Merit Scholarships worth about $33 million 
that will be offered next spring. To be considered for a 

Merit Scholarship(r) award, Semifinalists must fulfill 
several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the 
competition.

About 90 percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain 
Finalist standing, and more than half of the Finalists will win 
a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar(r) 
title.

National Merit Commended Students
Alexandra Ciuciu

Theo Hansel
Tatjiana Keys

National Achievement Scholarship Program Semifinalist 
Tatjiana Keys

As over 14,000 schools were considered for the list, 
our ranking of #181 is an impressive accomplishment! 
The entire list can be seen at: 

Newsweek High School Rankings, 2014

Our School Board, faculty, students and parents 
have every reason to be proud. Dr. Murray Cohen, 
President of the School Board, wants to “thank the 
entire staff, for this accomplishment is theirs due to 
all their dedication and hard work. It makes us what 
we are.”

Lower Moreland High School 
named one of

America’s Top High Schools
in

Newsweek’s 2014 High School Rankings!

Magical things happen when the Lower Moreland Lions roar!

National Merit
Scholarship
Corporation

National Merit Scholarship Finalist

Brandon Whitehill, who graduated from the Lower 
Moreland High School in 2013, won an award for a 
paper he wrote for Mr. Nicholas Solomon’s philosophy 
class through The National Society of High School 
Scholars. His paper was entitled, Vi Veri Veniversum 
Vivus Vici (By the power of truth, I, while living, have 
conquered the universe). 

The National Society of High School Scholars is an 
honor society that recognizes top academic achievers 
from high schools around the world. Its mission is to 
recognize academic excellence among high school 
students and to encourage members to apply their 
unique talents, vision, and potential for the betterment 
of themselves and the world.

Whitehill Wins Writing Award
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Pine Road opens with

The Pine Road School celebrated Back-to-School with a Spirit 
Day on September 5. The students wore their blue and gold 
colors. Students viewed an anti-bullying play in the Multi-
Purpose Room and danced with a DJ on the playground. 

The school also kicked off its Positive Behavior Support 
Program. The program is a process for creating a safer 
and more effective school by structuring the learning 
environment to support the academic and social success of 

all students. The process supports the adoption and long-
term implementation of efficient and effective discipline 
throughout the school environment. Positive Behavior 
Support methods are research-based, proven to significantly 
reduce the occurrence of problem behaviors in schools and 
supported by a three-tiered model.

It was a fun day of Pine Road Pride!

SPIRIT

The 6th grade students at Murray Avenue School, with 
the assistance of Art Teacher, Jayna Jolly, celebrated 
International Peace Day, on Sunday, September 21st, by 
creating “Pinwheels for Peace” again this year. Established 
by the United Nations, “Peace Day” is celebrated around 
the world with schools joining in the “pinwheels project.”   
The students’ pinwheels were each designed with themes 

of peace in mind, and are dedicated to both the individual 
student as well as a peacemaker. These peacemakers are 
friends, family members, teachers, mentors, heroes and 
inspirational historical figures.  Mr. Steve Kelly’s 7th grade 
classes researched famous peacemakers for the 6th grade 
students to use as inspiration.

Celebrating International Peace Day at Murray Avenue
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The Murray Avenue School has undergone building 
improvements this summer. Here are the changes that you 
will notice when you visit the school:

Main Lobby:  Security improvements were made that 
are similar to those completed at the High School and 
the Pine Road Elementary School. The work increases 
the level of safety in the school and improves the overall 
control of access to the building.

Main Office:  This Main Office was re-organized to 
create a new and enlarged visitor waiting area that will 
complement the main lobby’s security procedures. 
The Principal’s office was reshaped to create a new and 
separate space for the Guidance Office.

Library:  A portion of the Library was reconfigured 
to become the new Nurse’s Health Suite. The Library 
received new computer tables, work tables and carpet.

Nurse’s Health Suite:  The Nurse’s Health Suite was 
moved closer to the Main Office. Students who are ill 
and need to go home will now be closer to the lobby 
entrance of the school to meet their parents. The new 
health suite includes an accessible toilet and exam 
room.

Gymnasium:  New exterior windows are being installed 
to provide better ventilation, to save energy and to 
prevent water damage from rain events. A monitoring 
window, between the gym and the teacher’s office, was 
installed in each locker room area.
 
Back Entrance/Exit:  The area in the back of the 
building received a new set of concrete stairs and a 
ramp for access between the running track/football 
field and building facilities.

Construction Complete at  Murray Avenue

The Main Entrance to the school.

The Library

The Main Office 
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The High School has a new remediation room staffed 
by an aide who has a teaching certificate in secondary 
education.  This remediation opportunity is for those 
students who have not reached a proficient score 
on the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s 
Keystone exams. 

The Girls’ Hockey Team did the Ice Bucket Challenge on August 
18 in honor of two of their teammates—Samantha and Alex—
whose father who was diagnosed with ALS in April. Assistant 
Coach Shawn Mayer, who has two daughters on the team and is 
a friend of the family, reached out to Coach Danielle Kline about 
having the team complete the challenge. The team raised $325 
for the ALS Hope Foundation.  Samantha’s and Alex’s father and 
mother attended to see the team get doused in ice cold water 
and were touched by the their demonstration of caring.

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), often referred to as “Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease,” is a progressive neurodegenerative disease 
that affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. Motor 
neurons reach from the brain to the spinal cord and from 
the spinal cord to the muscles throughout the body. When 
the motor neurons die, the ability of the brain to initiate and 
control muscle movement is lost. With voluntary muscle action 
progressively affected, patients in the later stages of the disease 
may become totally paralyzed.

The Girls’ Tennis Team also did the Ice Bucket Challenge 
in support of their classmates.

Ice Bucket Challenge

Helping Students Succeed
If you call the Pine Road Nurse’s Office, you 
might hear a new voice on the line. Nancy 
Green, who has worked for the District’s 
Business Office since 1997, is going to be 
splitting her time to provide clerical support 
as a Health Office Assistant to Nurse Celeste 
Compton. She will be at Pine Road School 
during its busiest times of lunch and recess. 

Green supports Nurse’s Office

Murray Avenue School 
held its Back to School 
Celebration on September 
5th, with the theme of 
“Believe in Yourself.” The 
celebration also carried a 
positive message. Students 
and faculty were outfitted 
in “Believe in Yourself ” 
t-shirts and participated in 
team-building activities by 
homeroom and by grade. 
Students also attended 
an Academic Integrity 
presentation.

at

Murray Avenue
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SAVE
THE
DATE

Keep Our Students Safe in 2014

Partnering
with 
Our Parents
to...

October 29, 2014 • 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Lower Moreland High School Auditorium
555 Red Lion Road

Parent/School 
Partnerships

Speakers:

Marykay Feeley, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Peter C. Hasson
Chief of Police

Lower Moreland Township

Internet 
Safety
Speaker:

Mary McCoy Higgins
President

Youth Safety Education
 Services, LLC

At-Risk Behaviors 
seen from a 

Developmental Perspective
Speaker:

Christine Storm
Caron Foundation

Each presentation will last 35 minutes with time for questions.
A break will be scheduled. Water and refreshments will be offered.

(The Guidance Department is also hosting a program related to keeping students safe:
 Building Resilience by Dr. Ken Ginsburg at the High School on December 4th.)
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Lower Mooreland High School

Mini - THON
Parents and Friends

Please Join Us at

Lower Mooreland High School

Mini - THON
Presents:

Kid’s Night Out

1051 County Line Road
Huntingdon Valley, PA

Wednesday, October 15, 2014

11:00 am - 10:00 pm

25% of  all proceeds benefit
(including purchases from the bar!) 

LMHS Mini-THON

for a night of food, fun and drinks

Gym Games, Arts & Crafts, Movie Room
Pizza, hot dogs, snacks, and drinks will be sold

and

A Haunted House!

Come in your costume
 

It’ll be a scream!

Who:   Students in grades 1 - 6

When: Saturday, October 25, 2014

6 - 9:30 PM

(Haunted House Opens at 7 PM)

Where: Lower Moreland High School

$20 per child   $10 for each additional sibling

Help us support 
kids with 

pediatric cancer!

A Permission Form must be filled out prior to 

attending and will be collected at admission. 

The form can be obtained in your school’s 

virtual backpack.

**AN ADULT MUST ESCORT CHILDREN INSIDE TO 

CHECK THEM IN!**
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Dr. Murray Cohen
President

Mr. Michael Mueller
Vice President

Mr. Alan Steinberg
Treasurer

Mrs. Camille Baker
Secretary

Mr. Steve Geiger

Mr. Robert Howard

  

Mr. Yuri Khalif

Mr. Howard Patent

Mr. Lance Wolbransky

Dr. Marykay Feeley
Superintendent of Schools

Cheryl Galdo, Esq.
Director of Human Resources/Public Relations

Lower Moreland High School 

Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony

Friday, April 10, 2015

The Foundation for Lower Moreland Schools

Annual Signature Event

Saturday, March 14, 2015

Promoting

Excellence

in

Education


