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A lion’s roar can be heard miles away...

Lower Moreland High School’s 
Mini-THON was held  November 
20th, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Mini-
THON is an official branch of 
Penn State’s Dance Marathon 
(THON), the largest student-run 
philanthropy in the world. All 
proceeds from THON and Mini-
THON benefit the Four Diamonds 

Fund at Penn State 
Hershey Children’s 
Hospital. The Four 
Diamonds Fund is an 
organization devoted 
to fighting pediatric 
cancer.  

The LM Mini-THON consists of 
12 consecutive hours during which 
students may not sit, squat, or 
kneel; they may only stand, dance, 
and participate in numerous 
competitions and activities 
organized for them throughout 
the day.  

This year the students raised 
$135,226.95.  The motto of THON 
is “FTK.” Everything is “For The 
Kids.” Whether approaching 
businesses for donations, putting in 
long hours planning Mini-THON, 
or standing without rest for 12 
hours, the kids fighting cancer are 
our students’ inspiration.  

The Coco Loco Café at the High School enjoyed some 
special visitors on December 11th when Pennsylvania State 

Representative Thomas Murt and Dr. Marykay Feeley, 
Superintendent, stopped by for some tasty treats. The Café 
is a project of the High School’s Life Skills Program. It gives 
the students an opportunity to practice skills needed in the 
workplace such as providing good customer service and 

facility management.
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MINI-THON RAISES MONEY

CAFÉ WELCOMES
REPRESENTATIVE MURT



Lower Moreland Township School District

2.

The 6th grade students at Murray Avenue School 
participated in an Ellis Island Simulation experience. 
Dressed as immigrants from many nations, the students’ 
experience consisted of packing their belongings, taking 
their passport and loading a boat for America. Once at 
Ellis Island, students would experience long lines and 
separation from family or friends in order to be evaluated 
and questioned by officials at different stations.

At one station, the “immigrants” answered questions 
about where they would live and how they would earn 

money. If the “inspectors” were pleased with their answers, 
the “immigrants” would get a stamp in their passports in 
order to move to the INS Naturalization station where 
the questions included, “Who is the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court” and “What is the minimum voting age 
in the United States?”

The experience ended with the “immigrants” finally being 
admitted into the United States. This simulation, which 
has been occurring at Murray Avenue for the past 37 
years, is a highlight of the students’ 6th grade school year.

...longing  to  be  free

Ellis Island

Mrs. C. Siciliano’s Personal Finance and Accounting 
classes have welcomed many guest speakers.  Amy Mathis 
from Calvest Investments discussed stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, responsible investments, and careers in Finance.  

Debbie Arnone, a Realtor, spoke about the role home 
ownership plays in personal finance and Mark McGuinn, 
the District’s Business Manager, spoke on payroll 
accounting, tax deductions, and voluntary deductions.

It’s Just Business
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Lower Moreland Township School District was chosen 
to participate in the “Google Expeditions Program,” a 
new and exclusive experience for students and teachers 
that allows students to virtually visit places all over the 
world. 

The Google team is traveling the world looking for 
schools to participate in this program and Murray 
Avenue and Pine Road Schools were lucky enough 
to sign-up and be selected. A Google representative 
visited the schools for an entire day and provided the 
equipment for students to participate in their chosen 
expedition.  

Expeditions is a new product that allows teachers to 
take their classes on virtual field trips, immersing 
students in experiences that bring abstract concepts to 
life and giving students a deeper understanding of the 
world beyond the classroom. 

A box arrives with everything you need to travel: a tablet 
for the teacher and Cardboard viewers and phones for 
every student. Next, the teacher selects a destination 
and each child is transported there automatically. 

The Wildlife Conservation Society, PBS, the American 
Museum of Natural History, the Planetary Society and 
the Palace of Versailles contributed to developing the 
curriculum for students.  These trips are collections of 
virtual reality panoramas — 360° photo spheres, 3D 
images and video, ambient sounds — annotated with 
details, points of interest and questions that make them 
easy to integrate into curricula already used in schools.

While nothing replaces hopping on the bus for a field 
trip, Expeditions provide an unparalleled opportunity 
for supplemental learning.  

In November, Murray Avenue 
School’s Interact Club sponsored 
a Cribs for Kids fundraiser. 
This organization is run by the 
Maternity Care Coalition and aids 

in purchasing and delivering free cribs to families in 
need. Every year, babies die from Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS), which is primarily caused from 
parents and infants sleeping together on an improper 
sleep environment such as a bed or sofa. Families in 
the Philadelphia area benefit from these regulation 
cribs that help reduce the risk of SIDS; which is the 
leading cause of death among healthy infants under 
the age of one year. Donations also provide training 
on the importance and the use of the cribs to the 
families upon arrival along with health and human 
service providers and the public. This past year alone, 
2,151 cribs were delivered and 50 workshops were 
conducted in the local Philadelphia area. Below are 
two resource links on the organization and SIDS 
facts. This is a very important cause that we are proud 
to be a part of helping to save the lives of infants 
and improve the quality of sleep for babies and their 
families.

http://maternitycarecoalition.org/professionals/
services-for-families/cribs-for-kids/

Google It...
Lower Moreland High 
School senior, Dylan Band, 
was selected as a member of 
the 2016 PMEA (PA Music 
Educators Association) 
All State Jazz Ensemble!  
He was selected as 1 of 

18 students (1 per part) through a very competitive 
blind audition process. He will be playing lead tenor 
saxaphone in the group at the concert as part of the 
PMEA State Convention in Hershey on April 1. He 
is only Lower Moreland’s third student in the past 20 
years to be accepted into this ensemble.

Cribs for Kids

BAND
ALL STATE 
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

selected to

2016 Spring Newsletter

http://maternitycarecoalition.org/professionals/services-for-families/cribs-for-kids/ SIDS Facts | M
http://maternitycarecoalition.org/professionals/services-for-families/cribs-for-kids/ SIDS Facts | M
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Eastern Center for Arts and Technology (EASTERN) 
Welding Technology/Lower Moreland High School 
senior, Roman Malyj, presented information on his 
EASTERN program to the Lower Moreland School 
Board on Wednesday, January 6, 2016.  Roman, a 
third year Welding Technology student at EASTERN, 
currently maintaining an A average, recently began 
a paid internship as a Welder Fitter at Tescor, Inc. in 
Warminster. Roman is passionate about the career and 
technical opportunities available at EASTERN and 
asked to address the Lower Moreland School Board 
regarding his experiences and successes.

At Tescor, Roman works four afternoons per week, 
and reports to EASTERN every Monday with a weekly 
assessment from his Tescor supervisor.  This unique 
experience was made available to him through the 
many internship partnerships set up by EASTERN.  
Throughout its 50 years in existence, EASTERN has 
made business partnerships and collaborations a 
priority in the learning process, offering both work 
opportunities and college credits.

“I felt as though it was important to let the school board 
know about my experiences at EASTERN,” said Roman.  

“I have gained skills that will benefit me for a lifetime.  I 
want to make sure that all Lower Moreland students are 
aware of the programs available at EASTERN and the 
many opportunities these programs can offer in terms 
of getting a head start on a successful and well paying 
career.”

Roman chose to attend EASTERN’s Welding 
Technology program after visiting an Open House.  He 
felt as though the program seemed challenging and 
knew it would be a good start to a great career.  After 
high school graduation, Roman plans to continue as a 
welder or work toward becoming a commercial diver. 
Commercial divers work below the water surface, 
using scuba gear to inspect, repair, remove, or install 
equipment and structures. They use a variety of power 
and hand tools, such as drills, sledgehammers, torches, 
and welding equipment. 

EASTERN’s Welding Technology program is 
designed for the student who is interested in the 
industrial engineering field. Career objectives include 
Combination Welder, Welder/Fabricator, MIG Welding, 
and Gas Welding & Cutting.

(Lt - Rt):  Anthony Veneziale, HS Assistant Principal; Bill Miles, HS Principal; 
Roman Malyj and his father; Tom Allen, Administrative Director for Eastern

Dr. Sarah Gulish, Music Teacher at Lower Moreland High School, has been 
elected to the International Society for Music Education’s Special Interest Group 
for Popular Music Education, as the United State Representative. You can check 
out the group: http://www.isme.org/our-work/special-interest-groups/popular-
music-education and Dr. Gulish’s profile on the ISME page.
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Addresses School Board

Music Teacher  to serve as Representative

http://www.isme.org/our-work/special-interest-groups/popular-music-education
http://www.isme.org/our-work/special-interest-groups/popular-music-education
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Murray Avenue
Grade 7
Andrew Ung                 Physics 1st 

Cassidy Sudell              Physics 1st

Manav Singh                Engineering 1st

Mihir Ram                    Physics 2nd

Victoria Kurylec          Chemistry 1st

Grade 8
Aviel Resnick                Computer Science 1st 
Joy Hutchison               Botany 1st

Matthew Watanabe      Physics 1st   Perfect Score
Michelle Nikhinson     Behavioral Science 1st

Nathan Mann               Physics 2nd

Nyah Jurado                  Physics 1st

Phillip Grabovsky        Engineering 1st

Anthony Mangan         Physics 2nd

Lower Moreland High School
Grade 9
Abigail Hwan               Biology 1st Perfect Score
Carley Lustig                Physics 1st

Declan Winters            Chemistry 2nd

Elizabeth Berzin          Physics1st  Perfect Score
Gabriella Magazzeni   Chemistry 2nd

Jacob Leon                    Chemistry 1st

Jongwon Yeo                Physics 1st

Mark Klinchin             Biology 1st

Mathew Chemplayil    Physics 2nd

Nishant Salian              Engineering 2nd

Sophia Ung                   Chemistry 1st

Yerin Chang                 Botany 1st

Grade 10
Brett Sudell                   Physics 2nd

Eliana Yi                        Physics 1st

Jennifer Katsnelson     Physics 1st

Fred Shub                      Chemistry 1st

James Ralph                  Engineering 1st

Josh Teperov                 Physics1st

Julia Kurylec                 Chemistry 1st

Grade 11
Chirag Ram                  Mathematics 1st

Clayton Howard          Mathematics 1st  Perfect Score
Faustina Nguyen          Behavioral Science 1st

Glenn Oh                      Chemistry 1st     Perfect Score
Jesse Giampaolo           Chemistry 2nd

Justin Barcusky            Mathematics 1st

Molly Smith                  Behavioral Science 1st

Samantha Glass            Botany 3rd

Grade 12
Daniel Barychev           Mathematics 1st

Thank you for all that you do in supporting these students along the way.

The Pennsylvania 
Junior Academy 

of Science
Regional Fair

February 20, 2016

41
30

Student Presenters
13 Murray Avenue and 28 LM High School

Achieved a 1st Place Score
Qualified for state level fair at Penn State in May

Achieved a Perfect Score
Recognized by Merck for excellence in scientific research5

We are roaring with pride!
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Last month some of our finest Lower Moreland artists 
entered the Montgomery County Overdose Task Force 
Billboard Competition. This contest challenged students 
to design a poster illustrating the negative effects of drugs 
and/or alcohol. Submissions were made from middle and 
high school students all over Montgomery County. Out 
of the incredibly large number of submissions, the Task 
Force narrowed down the entries to just ten finalists. We 
are thrilled to have three entries out of the final ten from 
Lower Moreland Township School District!

The chosen winner will get her work of art on a billboard 
somewhere in Montgomery County. LM Artwork includes:

#2 – Drugs Erase Dreams 
 by Mackenzie Hockenberry, Catie Coyle (8th Gr.)
#3 – How Do Your Kids See the Medicine Cabinet?
  by Catie Doyle (11th Gr.)
#5 – Dying to Get High
 by Emma Titano (12th Gr.)

On November 11th, the High School’s Spanish Club enjoyed 
their annual field trip to have dinner at On the Border 
restaurant with the Club’s Sponsor, Dr. Jamie Lincow.

The District welcomed Mary Agnew as the District’s Technology Integrator (a.k.a.  
Technology Coach) in January.

Her initial priorities are to support the District’s one2one Pilot Program, plan 
professional development on technology topics and assist Pine Road teachers in the 
implementation of the Wonders Reading program technology tools.

Ms. Agnew comes to us from Salisbury Township School District where she was a 
Social Studies teacher at their high school since 2005 and Chair of that department.  
Before that, she taught at Archbishop Carroll and Lansdale Catholic High Schools.  
 
She holds a Master of Education degree from Gwynedd Mercy College, completed 
advanced graduate studies in Educational Leadership at Lehigh University, and holds 
an Instructional Design certificate from the University of Wisconsin.  
 
She is skilled at course creation in on-line learning management systems, peer 
coaching and delivery of professional development. You can follow her on Twitter at 
@mkagnew to see the many exciting technology innovations that she has planned.

Thank you to the donors and volunteers for taking the time to attend the Blood Drive that 
took place at Pine Road School in November. With your help, the District was able to collect 
33 pints of blood, which was 11 pints over the goal. The real winners are the patients in need 
of blood. Each blood donation can help save up to three lives.

Thank you to Andrea Succi, Library Assistant at Pine Road School, who helped organize 
this event, and to the staff, students, PTA,  and Lower Moreland residents who donated and 
provided support to make the Blood Drive a success. Another event will be held in the Fall.  

LM Artists chosen as Finalist Spanish Club Annual Trip

Welcome to the Pride, Ms. Agnew
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The students in Mrs. Siciliano’s Accounting and Personal 
Finance classes expressed an interest in participating in 
a charitable project for the holiday season. 
It all started with a warm-up in class that 
resulted in the students decision to adopt 
a family from Pathways. Pathways serves 
as one of Pennsylvania’s first residential 
programs to keep low-income, vulnerable 
women together with their children. It 
has grown to become one of the Greater 
Philadelphia Region’s foremost providers of 
residential and community-based services 
for women, children and families providing 
job training and employment assistance; as 
well as outreach and residential programs as  
residents move towards self-sufficiency. 

The 3 classes adopted a large family and 
each class was assigned members in the 
family to shop for. Armed with their wish lists, the 
students worked on determining a donation amount for 
each student and using their budgeting skills, developed 
their shopping list by pricing the items on Walmart’s 
website. On Saturday, class representatives met Mrs. 
Siciliano at the local Walmart and they went into action, 
shopping for the family, making sure each child had the 
same amount of gifts purchased within their budget. There 
was even some negotiating on some of the purchases and 
Walmart discounted some of the items for the team. They 
held a wrapping day on Thursday and the gifts were then 
dropped off to the Pathways Foundation.  The students 
were able to utilize their skills and personally touch the 
lives of those less fortunate. It was an awesome experience, 
both for the students, and Mrs. Siciliano, who believes that 
opportunities like this provide a learning experience that 
will last a lifetime.

Class representatives met Mrs. Siciliano at the local Walmart. 
They shopped for the family, making sure each child had the 
same amount of gifts, within their budget.

Ellen Zschunke, the Pine Road Librarian, was quoted in an article in The Atlantic, entitled, 
“What’s the Best Way to Teach Kids About Tragedy?” She spoke about her students’ love for 
the I Survived children’s book series which always places a young protagonist at the center 
of the devastation. The article can be found here: 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/11/i-survived-books/416421/

Pine Road Librarian quoted in Article

Students use their Personal Finance Skills to

bring Joy to a Family in Need

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/11/i-survived-books/416421/ 
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Varsity Girls Tennis
Grade Last First

12 Oblon Allison 1st singles
Captain

9 Berzin Elizabeth 2nd singles
10 Zaydenberg Gabby 3 rd singles
11 Arno Sofie 1st doubles
11 Belenky Rebecca 1st doubles

12 Rosenthal Madeline 2nd doubles
Captain

12 Patent Carly 2nd doubles
10 Yi Eliana Doubles
10 Shchurin Anastasia Doubles
10 McErlean Caitlin Doubles
10 Moore Shea Doubles
12 Polatnick Daniele Doubles

A group of Murray Avenue School students participated 
in the 9th Annual Philadelphia Metropolitan Scholastic 
Chess Championships on Saturday, November 14. Misha 
Bankulla tied for top 6th grader and Manav Singh was 
the top 7th grader in the competition. Isabella Duarte, 
James Kovacs and Kevin Wang also competed.

CheckMate

Tennis is their Racquet!

Misha Bankulla Manav Singh

League Champions
District Champions
Finished in the final four in the state
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Kerry Kovacs, a junior, made her name known at 
the District 1 AA Cross Country Championships on 
October 30th at Lehigh. Kerry ran a lifetime best time 
of 18:58 for 5000 meters, a time which would have 
been good enough to win the district individual title 
in any of the last 6 years, but on this particular day, 
Kerry had to settle for the runner-up prize. Kerry’s 
time places her first all-time among Lower Moreland’s 
girl cross country runners and even puts her among 
the top 85 boys’ times!

Her second place performance qualified her for the 
state cross country meet at Hershey on November 
7th, where she continued her stellar performances 
and made Lower Moreland proud. Kerry finished 
19th overall in the race, placing her among the elite 
in the state and earning her a state medal! Kerry’s 
performance at states was over a minute faster than 
she ran last year and she is a prime example that hard 
work, dedication and summer running really do pay 
dividends.

Congratulations to Kerry on an extraordinary season 
and on becoming a State Medalist!

On January 30, the LMHS 
Competitive Cheer 
Squad participated in the 
BAL Competitive Cheer 
Competition at New Hope-
Solebury High School. They 
placed third in what was their 
first ever competition!  

Back Row: Kyra Thalheimer, 
Leanna Wieczorek, Maddie 
McMahon, Gabby Amado, 
Amanda Hirsch, Kerrilyn 
Kennedy, Lauren Sobol, Vika 
Ygreen, Jessica Choi, Ariel 
Mashiah

Front Row: Aliza Stepansky, 
Rachel Pocrass, Brooke 
Greenstein, Brooklyn 
McQuoid, Stevi Pressman, 

Kovacs has impressive time in Cross Country

PlacesCheer Team 
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The LMHS Yearbook, THE ELMLEO, 2015, won three coveted awards:
American Scholastic Press Association—First Place
Columbia Scholastic Press Association—Silver Medalist
Pennsylvania School Press Association—Bronze Medalist
Yearbook Advisor, Mr. Lawrence Leong and graduates Alexandra 
Ciuciu, Irina Javed, and Benjamin Teperov (Tri-Editors), along with 
the entire yearbook staff are applauded.

On Monday, February 1st, Pine Road School celebrated 
Valentine’s Day a little early with a unique activity 
that was truly a gift from the heart. Students, teachers 
and parents were invited to have their hair cut and to 
donate it to “Locks of Love.” This is the 12th anniversary 
of our first “Locks of Love” event.   Sixteen volunteers 
had their hair cut on that day. In the history of the event 
at Pine Road, 175 donors have had their hair cut and 
they have donated 1,750 inches to Locks of Love over 
the years.

The “Locks of Love” organization provides custom wigs 
or hairpieces for financially disadvantaged children 
with medical hair loss. Thanks to Mrs. Dayna Shain, 
a Lower Moreland parent and the owner of Salon 
LaVogue in Southampton, for bringing nine of her 
staff members to help provide this opportunity for our 
students. 

After the stylists cut the ponytails during the town 
meeting, all participants had their hair styled into a 
beautiful new cut!  

LOCKS of LOVE

1st

Place

AWARD WINNING YEARBOOK
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The Foundation for Lower Moreland Schools

8th Annual Signature Event

 A Night of Fun and Games
The event featured casino games, a trivia contest, raffles and silent auction, a DJ and a buffet dinner.  
Lower Moreland parents, community members, faculty and staff enjoyed a wonderful evening.

The Foundation is a 
nonprofit, public-private 
partnership dedicated to 
improving the future of 
public education in the 
Lower Moreland Township 
School District.
 
The Foundation’s mission 
is to secure private funds 
in support of innovative 
programming and 
curriculum enhancements.
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Dr. Murray Cohen
President

Mr. Michael Mueller
Vice President

Mr. Alan Steinberg
Treasurer

Mrs. Camille Baker
Secretary

Mr. Steve Geiger

Mr. Robert Howard

  

Mr. Yuri Khalif

Mr. Howard Patent

Mr. Lance Wolbransky

Dr. Marykay Feeley
Superintendent of Schools

Cheryl Galdo, Esq.
Director of Human Resources/Public Relations

Coming In April
April 1
Pine Road - Giggles and Guys

April 4
Pine Road - Arts with a Twist

April 8
Murray Avenue Dance

April 9
Boys VIP Event

April 14 - 15
High School Spring Musical
“Into the Woods”

April 20
Report Cards
Murray Avenue Family Eat Out
Bertucci’s in Huntingdon Valley

April 21
High School Art Show

April 22
Interact Community Service Walk

April 27
LMHS Fantasy Football

April 28
High School Spring Concert 

April 30
Junior Prom


